God, I Have a Question #10

“What Will We Do In Heaven?”

Revelation 22:3-5

This morning we conclude our series of messages entitled, “God, I Have a Question.” For the past few weeks we have centered our questions about Heaven: 

· Where is it, and what will it be like? 

· Who (and what) will be in Heaven? 

· When will all this take place? 

For our final message I want to consider the question, “What will we do in Heaven?” We are told relatively little about the activities of the redeemed in heaven, but there are a few glimpses of what our future existence is to be.
 

Unfortunately, down through the years many Christians have been led to believe things about Heaven that are just not accurate. Some believe that when we get to Heaven we will sprout wings, strum a harp, and float on a cloud for all eternity. I like how Herbert Lockyer, the great Scottish preacher of years past, responded to this in his excellent little book, Death and the Life Hereafter:

We must get away from the traditional idea that the saints in Heaven have one eternal holiday; that they have nothing to occupy them save playing a harp and inces​santly singing. Praise there will be, as we join in the Song of Moses and the Lamb, and likewise an eternal rest in Him. Leisure there will be, but a leisure in activity and service.


This reminds me of a cartoon from the brilliant (though perhaps a bit demented) mind of Gary Larsen in The Far Side. This particular drawing was a split frame: In the top portion there is an angel saying, “Welcome to Heaven…here’s your harp.” On the lower half Satan is depicted saying, “Welcome to Hell…here’s your accordion.” (That really cracked me up because for years my father played an accordion!)


“But won’t Heaven be a place of rest?” I can imagine someone asking. Yes, but not in the way we usually think of rest. We won’t be lying in a hammock or reclined back in a Lazy-Boy chair or taking a nap—that’s not the kind of “rest” the Bible speaks of. God’s rest is not the rest of inactivity or idleness. We will not merely lounge within the pearly gates to gaze forever on the eternal beauty of our heavenly home. It is not the unwarranted view inscribed on a grave: 

Don’t weep for me now, don’t weep for me ever;

For I’m going to do nothing forever and ever.

Heaven would soon become monotonous if such were true, and Heaven will definitely not be monotonous!


So what does the Bible mean when it speaks of “rest” in Heaven? Millard Erickson explains,

The writer of the letter to the Hebrews makes much of this concept. Rest, as the term is used in Hebrews, is not merely a cessation of activities, but the experience of reaching a goal of crucial importance… Heaven, then, will be the completion of the Christian’s pilgrimage, the end of the struggle against the flesh, the world, and the devil. There will be work to do, but it will not involve fighting against opposing forces.


Heaven, then, is revealed in Scripture as a place of activity. While we do not know a lot of details about what we will do in Heaven, I believe three verses in the final book of the Bible sheds light on the subject. Turn with me to Revelation 22:3-5, where we will spend most of our time this morning:

The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.

In these verses I find three activities of the redeemed when we get to Heaven.

We Will Worship


The first is that we will worship, as the end of verse three indicates: “The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him.” 

Now I can already hear someone asking, “Wait a minute…there’s no mention of singing, praying, preaching, or even taking up and offering! How does this verse talk about worship?”


The key is found in the word translated “serve” in English. The Greek verb is latreuousin, and this term carries overtones of worship.
 The New English Bible translates the end of verse 3, “his servants shall worship him.” It is related to the same Greek word found in Romans 12:1, where Paul calls the offering of our body as a living sacrifice our “reasonable service” [kjv] or our “spiritual act of worship” [niv]. This is a word used in the New Testament to denote priestly service. In Luke 1:23, Hebrews 9:21; 10:11, it refers to the service of the tabernacle; in Hebrews 8:2 and 6 it is used of the High-Priestly work of Christ; and in Hebrews 9:14, Revelation 7:15 and 22:3, it refers to the priestly service of all believers.
 One of the glorious activities in Heaven will be the worship of God.


Many Christians are surprised to learn that one of the recurring themes in the book of Revelation is worship. Warren Wiersbe counts at least ten worship scenes in this last book of the Bible.
 Another author calls worship “the ceaseless language of heaven.”
 

Throughout the book of Revelation we witness the worship of God in Heaven. Now, as John reveals our future eternal home, we also see that we will be engaged in worship throughout eternity. This is why our worship of God on earth is so important: we are preparing and practicing for the future employment of our hearts and voices in Heaven!
 It is no wonder that A. W. Tozer once wrote, 

I can safely say, on the authority of all that is revealed in the Word of God, that any man or woman on this earth who is bored and turned off by worship is not ready for heaven.


Won’t that be amazing—to join with the angelic hosts and the believers down through the ages? As John MacArthur puts it, “We will adore God forever with all our creative energies—through our thoughts, words, and song. We will express ourselves in praise through collective means and through intimate and personal means. We will praise God in every way that is possible for perfect bodies and souls.”


And it will never end! In the words of the final verse of “Amazing Grace,”

When we’ve been there ten thousand years,

bright shining as the sun,

we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise

than when we’d first begun.


When we get to Heaven, we will worship the Lord “with the splendor of holiness” (Psalm 29:2). We’re not talking about a boring experience with half-hearted singing and long-winded preaching. As Randy Alcorn says,

Heaven will be the furthest thing from dull. When we see God as He is in all His glory, worship will never be monotonous. We will overflow with joy as we explore the depths of who God truly is.

We Will Wonder

This leads to the second activity in Heaven: We will wonder. Verse four states, “They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.” I like how Kent Hughes puts it: “All will live in eternal awareness of his smile—and that glory will be re​ward enough in itself.”
 Isn’t that good?
At this point, though, we might be tempted to ask, “How can this be? How will we be able to see God, who is spirit?” MacArthur responds,

I believe that in heaven believers will also see God with the eye of the mind. In other words, we will comprehend God. First Corinthians 13:12 says, “Now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully known.” I believe we will have an instantaneous awareness and knowledge of the fullness of God—as much as human beings have capacity for. So when Christ said, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Matt. 5:8), He was referring not only to seeing God with glorified eyes but with glorified minds as well.
We will also see Christ. First John 3:1–2 says, “See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.” The day is coming when we will see Christ and be like Him. Seeing Christ and the Father will overwhelm and eternally awe us. But understanding that glory will enrapture our minds with delight forever.


We cannot comprehend what that will be like, because we are limited by our human capabilities. But in Heaven we will not be limited at all. We will enjoy to the full our blessed relationship with God. On earth we are hampered by so many things. The Apostle John realized that believers were enjoying merely a measure of that which God had for them. He wrote: “These things write we unto you, that your joy may be full” (1 John 1:4). In Heaven the joys and pleasures of our union with Jesus Christ will be appreciated and apprehended to the full, unhindered by the disturbing and distracting things on earth.


This will apply to our worship as well. As John Stott writes,

The only perfect worship which is offered to God is in heaven, not on earth, because it is in heaven that God is clearly seen and fully known: ‘his servants shall worship him; they shall see his face, and his name shall be on their foreheads.’ Because on earth we ‘see through a mirror dimly’, our best worship is bound to be imperfect. Because in heaven we shall see Him face to face, we shall be able to worship Him as He is.

Oh, the wonder of it all! How incredible it will be to live in a place where there is no traces of sin or the consequences of sin, a place where we will see God in all of His glory, where we will be able to worship Him and serve Him and know Him perfectly! No wonder Keith Green composed and sang, “I Can’t Wait to Get to Heaven,” shortly before he met His Lord and Savior face to face. Won’t it be wonderful?


This past week I listened to a sermon preached by my father over three decades ago. His message was entitled, “Logical Questions on the End Times,” and actually covered a lot of the material in my last sermon. But there was one section that jumped out at me in his sermon. Amid all the theories and debates and controversies surrounding the end times he said,

Rather than being concerned with the coming of the Lord, I think we should be concerned with the Lord who is coming. Too often we get sidetracked—we think of heaven, and we think of streets of gold or seeing loved ones or relatives. But Fanny Crosby had it right in one of her hymns. She lived her entire life on earth blind, but she wrote that she was so happy that the first person she would ever see would be her Savior.

It is so easy to get caught up in the particulars that we miss the point! Whether the streets of gold and the pearly gates are literal or figurative…who really cares? Heaven will be Heaven because our Heavenly Father and our Lord and Savior and the Holy Spirit will be there! We will see Him face to face! And it will take all eternity to appreciate His glory.

We Will Work


But wait, there is more! (Sounds like one of those television commercials selling the latest kitchen gadget, doesn’t it?) Not only will we worship the Lord, not only will we live in the wonder of His presence and glory, but verse five adds, ﻿“And they will reign for ever and ever.” The Amplified Bible reads, “…and they shall reign [as kings] forever and ever (through the eternities of the eternities).”  

We will work in Heaven, ruling and reigning with Christ. We must remember that work was instituted before Adam and Eve sinned. Yes, sin affected our work on earth—it was made more demanding and disappointing—but God originally created human beings to work. As J. Vernon McGee writes, “Who knows but what He will give to each saint a world or a solar system or a galactic system to operate. Remember that Adam was given dominion over the old creation on this earth.”
  Revelation does not say that we will reign over anyone, and, indeed, it is difficult to see who our subjects could be. Perhaps we should understand this phrase to mean that we will share in His royalty.


At any rate, this brings us back to the idea that Heaven will be a place of activity, not merely floating on a cloud strumming a harp. We will work with and for God in our eternal home. Exactly what we will do there is not revealed definitively, and it is difficult for us to imagine what that will be, since Heaven will not have so many things that occupy our efforts now. Whatever that work will be, though, it will be fulfilling and joyous, not the cursed drudgery work has become for many on this earth.


Many scholars point to the parables of Jesus regarding a master giving to his servants tasks while he goes away on a journey as a picture of our responsibilities on earth and our rewards in Heaven. “All will serve,” Lockyer notes, but the extent and honour of service will be determined by the way we have lived and laboured here below.”
 He then uses a common earthly example to illustrate this truth:

As a President calls to his Cabinet his trusted and valued friends, and appoints to the most responsible posts those of the most approved fidelity, both for their reward and for the benefit of the nation, so with Christ and His saints. Those who have suffered are to reign with Him. We must not regard this as a figure of speech, but as the description of an actual reality.

MacArthur agrees and adds, “God will operate His kingdom in heaven much the same way He operates His kingdom here: delegating its operation to His people. Forever there will be a sphere of responsibility and authority.”

We are not given specific details about our heavenly work, but we are told plainly in the Scriptures what God wants us to do today, knowing that our faithfulness in life on earth prepares us for higher service in Heaven. In fact, John closes the book of Revelation by reminding us that we have responsibilities today because we are going to heaven.


As Christians we should not become “so heavenly minded to be no earthly good.” But having a heavenly mindset and an eternal perspective helps us to maintain godly values and can keep us from becoming materialistic. The Bible teaches us to “put off” the things of the world and to “lay hold of” the things that will last. One writers puts it this way:

Values are everything. We invest our time, energy, and emotional attachment to those things we value. If we value the things of this world above the things of the next world, we will never be satisfied. Never. Having an eternal perspective on the things of this life is perhaps the single most important thing we can do to give ourselves balance in the ups and downs of life and to give ourselves an even emotional keel in the disappointments and frustrations that inevitably come.


While we cannot know everything there is to know about Heaven, what we believe about Heaven affects our lives here on earth. And whatever Heaven entails, we know it will be glorious. As Lockyer concludes,

My knowledge of that life is small,
The eye of faith is dim;

But ‘tis enough that Christ knows all,
And I shall be with Him


Amen! Even so, come Lord Jesus (Revelation 22:20, kjv).
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