Contemporary Christmas Classics #3

“The Reason for the Season”
various texts


Christmas is a season of traditions—perhaps more so than any other time of year. Familiar items abound such as trees decorated with lights, presents wrapped in brightly colored paper, holly and poinsettias and mistletoe. Have you ever wondered why we do what we do at Christmas?


Have you ever wondered why do we do Christmas at all?


Perhaps the simplest answer is seen in the rhyme, “Jesus is the reason for the season.” I wholeheartedly agree with this statement. But I think there may be a little bit more to it than that.


A number of years ago I remember hearing the song, “We Are The Reason”
 for the first time. I don’t believe it was during this time of year that I first heard it, and I did think of it as a Christmas song. When I stopped and listened to the words more carefully, though, I realized that it was, indeed, a Christmas song.


This evening I would like to consider the reason for the season. This might seem elementary to many of us, but in our culture that seeks to move farther and farther away from the true meaning of Christmas, we must remind ourselves of why we do what we do, and why we even have Christmas.

He Is the Reason We Celebrate


The first verse of the song goes like this:

As little children we would dream of Christmas morn
Of all the gifts and toys we knew we’d find
But we never realized a baby born one blessed night
Gave us the greatest gift of our lives



Of all the traditions associated with Christmas, gifts certainly top the list… especially among children. The amount of money spent on Christmas presents is simply mind boggling. According to the American Research Group, the average American will spend $801 in Christmas gifts this year. This is actually a decline from last year, where the average figure was $854. Both of these numbers pale in comparison to Christmas 2004, when the average amount spent on presents per person was $1004.


Every year we try to outdo the previous year, or to outdo one another in the gifts we give. Yet no one has ever exceeded the greatest gift given on that first Christmas night. No, it was not the latest high-tech toy with a hefty price tag. No, it was not wrapped in shiny paper with a big bow and laid under a Christmas tree. Rather this gift was wrapped in strips of cloth and laid in a feeding trough in a stable.


How can this be called the greatest gift of all? In the words of Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” No Christmas present can compare with the gift of eternal life! He is certainly the reason we celebrate. As Paul concludes in 2 Corinthians 9:15, “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!”


Oh, how we need this reminder today! Society’s emphasis on materialism at Christmas does nothing but encourage greed and selfishness. Rather than spending all of our time (and money) in the endless quest of making everybody happy with expensive presents, we need to shift our emphasis on the free gift God gave to the human race on that first Christmas.

We are the Reason He Came


But why did Jesus come at Christmas? (I realize I sound like a four-year-old with all of the “why?” questions.) The chorus of the song provides the answer:


We are the reason that He gave His life
We were the reason that He suffered and died
To a world that was lost He gave all He could give
To show us the reason to live



He is the reason we celebrate, but we are the reason He came. Jesus said about Himself in Matthew 20:28, “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Certainly Jesus would have been within His right to demand that He be served—after all, He was God in the flesh. He was the Creator of all things. Who could have argued had Jesus expected the people of His time to wait on Him hand and foot?


Yet He did just the opposite. Nowhere was this more evident than the scene recorded in John 13:1-5,

It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.

The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 


Many of you may be familiar with this story. As they gathered in the upper room for the Passover, Jesus’ twelve disciples began arguing about which of them was the greatest. Jesus took upon Himself the role of servant and washed their feet. (The job of washing the guests’ feet was usually reserved for the lowest slave in those days.) No doubt the disciples learned a painful lesson in humility and servanthood that night. But this was not all the prompted Jesus’ actions. Re-read the end of verse one: “Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.”

Everything Jesus did was about love. He not only taught the importance of giving from a heart filled with love; He did it. He coined the phrase, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). And nowhere was this more evident than on the cross. 


The second verse of the song puts it this way:

As the years went by we learned more about gifts
The giving of ourselves and what that means
On a dark and cloudy day a man hung crying in the rain
All because of love


We are the reason He came.

They are the Reason We Continue


This is not the end of the story, though. Yes, Jesus came to earth on that first Christmas, taking on human form so that He could give His life on Calvary for the sins of mankind. Through His death and resurrection the gift of eternal life has been offered to all who will receive it. “And they lived happily ever after,” right? 


Not quite.


Or perhaps I should say, “Not quite yet.”

The disciples seemed to think this was the end of the story. We are told in Acts 1:6-8, after Jesus had rose from the dead,

So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 


The disciples figured that now Jesus had laid down His life and rose from the grave that the end had come. “Let eternity begin with Jesus on the throne (and us disciples right there beside Him!)” seemed to be their direction. To which Jesus said, “Not so fast, my friends.”


The story was not ending; it was carrying on in a new chapter. Notice how Jesus responded to their question. First He told them not to worry about the future—He told them, in essence, “That’s not your business.” (Now how often do we hear that from the so-called prophecy “experts” today?) Instead, Jesus told them, mind your own business, which He laid out for them in verse 8. They were to be His witnesses, taking the good news of His life and death and resurrection to the ends of the earth. That commission carries on to this day. 


This is why the disciples did not ascend to Heaven with Jesus from the Mount of Olives. This is why Christians today are not immediately taken to be with the Lord upon their profession of faith. Wouldn’t it be easier if that were the case? Think of all the heartache and adversity we could avoid if the Father simply took us home as soon as we were saved! But He doesn’t do that, because we have a mission to accomplish. There are many people who haven’t heard, who don’t know our Lord the way we do.


They are the reason we continue.


As Paul wrote in Romans 10:9-15

If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

The first five verses speak of our salvation, but the thought continues into verses 14-15. How can people be saved if nobody tells them? Turn that around—how were we saved? Did not somebody tell us? Where would we be if that somebody had not taken the time and effort (and, dare I say, risk) to share with us the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ? Should we not be doing the same for others who don’t know Him?


The second verse of the song, as we have already mentioned, says, “As the years went by we learned more about gifts—the giving of ourselves and what that means…” As we grow older we discover the joy of Christmas presents is found more in the giving than in the receiving. The greatest gift we can give to anyone is the giving of ourselves. 

The apostle Paul discovered that himself. He wrote in 1 Corinthians 9:19-23,

Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some.


He could sing the words of the final verse of our song,

I finally found the reason for living
It’s in giving every part of my heart to Him
In all that I do every word that I say
I’ll be giving my all just for Him, for Him


Yes, the reason for living is found in giving ourselves for Him. But what does that mean? It means to obey His commands. And His final command should be our first concern: To win as many as possible. We are to be like the shepherds of the first Christmas, taking the good news of what we have experienced and telling everyone who will listen.


As we come to another Christmas, let us be reminded of the reason for the season. With the help of this song, we discover that the reason for the season is threefold:

· He is the reason we celebrate

· We are the reason He came

· They are the reason we continue


May we find renewed purpose and priority—not just for this holiday season but for our entire lives—as we honor the Christ of Christmas by taking the good news about Him to everybody we know!

“We Are The Reason”

David Meese

As little children we would dream of Christmas morn
Of all the gifts and toys we knew we’d find
But we never realized a baby born one blessed night
Gave us the greatest gift of our lives

We are the reason that He gave His life
We were the reason that He suffered and died
To a world that was lost He gave all He could give
To show us the reason to live

As the years went by we learned more about gifts
The giving of ourselves and what that means
On a dark and cloudy day a man hung crying in the rain
All because of love 


We are the reason that He gave His life
We were the reason that He suffered and died
To a world that was lost He gave all He could give
To show us the reason to live
 
I finally found the reason for living
It’s in giving every part of my heart to Him
In all that I do every word that I say
I’ll be giving my all just for Him, for Him

And we are the reason that He gave His life
We are the reason that He suffered and died
To a world that was lost He gave all He could give 
To show us the reason to live


�“We Are The Reason,” words & music by David Meece, copyright ©1980 Meece Music (admin by) WORD Music.


�http://americanresearchgroup.com/holiday/





