Why Am I Here? #9

“Making God Smile”

Genesis 6-8; Hebrews 11:7


Noah is back in the news.

Perhaps you have seen the commercials for the upcoming film entitled Noah. Oscar-winning actor Russell Crowe teams with Oscar-nominated director Darren Aronofsky to bring the biblical hero to the big screen in a 160-million-dollar major motion picture. My initial fears that this movie would be more science-fiction than Scripture was confirmed this last week when I read a quote from the director: “Noah is the least biblical biblical film ever made.”
 If there is a silver lining to this, it may be that people who see the film will become interested in the real story of Noah, and may look to the Bible to find the truth.


I would like to focus on Noah for an entirely different reason this morning, though. Most people know that Noah built an ark. What they may not know is that he also built a godly character and a godly family.
 As a follow-up to last week’s message, “Pleasing Him,” I want us to consider the subject, “Making God Smile.” Charles Stanley writes,

If we love the Lord, we will make it our aim and our delight to please Him by the way we live. We look for ways to make Him smile, rather than probing to see how close to the cliff’s edge we can get without falling off.
 


Put another way, the smile of God is to be the goal of our life.
 If, in the words of 2 Corinthians 5:9, “we make it our goal to please Him,” then we should seek to discover how to do that. What does it take to put a smile on our Lord’s face? As Psalm 119:135 reads in The Message, “Smile on me, your servant; teach me the right way to live.” 

Noah provides us with a wonderful example of how that is done. Turn to Genesis 6:5-8 where we are introduced to Noah in contrast to Noah’s culture:

When the Lord God saw the extent of human wickedness, and that the trend and direction of men’s lives were only towards evil, he was sorry he had made them. It broke his heart. And He said, “I will blot out from the face of the earth all mankind that I created. Yes, and the animals too, and the reptiles and the birds. For I am sorry I made them.” But Noah was a pleasure to the Lord.


Sometimes we mistakenly think, “Oh, it was easier back in the Bible times to live for God. The world was not as corrupt as it is now.” Really? Re-read this text. In Noah’s day, the entire world had become morally bankrupt. Everyone lived for his own pleasure, not God’s. God couldn’t find anyone on earth interested in pleasing Him, so He was grieved to the point that He regretted making mankind. God became so disgusted with the human race that He considered wiping it out. But there was one man who made God smile. Verse eight says, “Noah was a pleasure to the Lord.” 
 As John Phillips writes, “It is a principle with God that the more degenerate the times, the more definite the testimony.”

Noah was no minor character in Scripture; he’s mentioned fifty times in nine different books of the Bible.
 From his story in Genesis 6-8 and a reference to him in Hebrews 11:7, we can discover three elements of Noah’s life that pleased God. These can be true of our lives as well.

God Is Pleased With Our Fellowship

First, God is pleased with our fellowship with Him. We are introduced to Noah in Genesis 6:8-9, “But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. This is the account of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God.” This verse says three things about Noah: He was righteous, blameless, and he walked with God. That’s quite a resume! Here is a good man, surrounded by gross wickedness. As John Stott puts it, “Noah stood out…like a fragrant flower on a ma​nure heap.”
 If ever there was a passage of Scripture that proves that environment does not dictate character, this is it.
 Noah rose above his environment rather than being dragged down by it.

Let’s briefly look at these three phrases describing Noah. First we read that Noah was “a righteous man.” This is the first time in all Scripture the word “righteous” is used, and most scholars agree that the term describes one’s relationship with God. We should not think, however, that Noah’s righteousness came from his good works; instead, his good works came because of his righteousness. Like Abraham after him, Noah’s righteousness was God’s gift in response to his personal faith.
 (We will consider this more in the second point.) Like everyone who has ever been saved, Noah was saved by grace through faith. In fact, the phrase “Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord” is just another way of saying, “Noah experienced God’s grace.” God’s grace always comes first. By God’s grace we are made righteous, and by God’s grace we live righteously—that is, according to God’s standard of right.

Secondly, Noah was “a blameless man.” If “righteous” describes Noah’s standing before God, then “blameless” describes his conduct before people. “Blameless” doesn’t mean “sinless,” but rather “having integrity, whole, unblemished.” Noah’s conduct was such that his neighbors couldn’t find fault with him. The person who is right before God through faith in Christ ought to lead a life that is right before people. Noah wasn’t that kind of person.

Thirdly, Noah was a man who “walked with God.” His great-grandfather Enoch had “walked with God,” and Noah followed his footsteps of faith. But what does it mean to “walk with God”? Warren Wiersbe explains: 

The life of faith and obedience is compared to a “walk” because this life begins with one step: trusting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. This step of faith leads to a daily walk, a step at time, as the Lord directs us. He commands us to “walk in love” (Eph. 5:2), “walk as children of light” (v. 8), “walk in the Spirit” (Gal. 5:16, 25), and “walk carefully” (Eph. 5:15). A step at a time, a day at a time, we walk with the Lord; and He guides us into His will and blesses us with His wisdom and strength.

In our last message I referred to the book by Brother Lawrence, The Practice of the Presence of God. Noah lived this way, practicing the presence of God in the midst of prevailing godlessness.
 He exhibited in word and deed the closeness of his fellowship with the Lord.
 The New Living Translation renders the last part of verse nine, “Noah consistently followed God’s will and enjoyed a close relationship with Him.”. 


John speaks about this fellowship between God and His children in 1 John 1:3-7,

We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete. This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 


I realize that “fellowship” today refers to socializing and casual conversation—usually with coffee and doughnuts! “Stay after for fellowship” usually means, “Wait for refreshments.”
 But in the Bible “fellowship” means “partnership” and “having something in common.” There is a closeness that grows from this commonality. We can travel hundreds—even thousands—of miles and meet people for the first time, but if they are Christians it won’t be long before we are acting like lifelong friends. Why? Because we have Christ in common! The Holy Spirit unites us in our common faith.


How does this translate into my “walk” with God? Well, if we want to walk with God, we have to be going His way, don’t we? As Amos 3:3 puts it, “Can two people walk together without agreeing on the direction?” (nlt) This is why so many so-called “Christians” have so little to do with God and His church: They have little (if anything) in common with each other! God is light, but they would rather play in the dark! The Holy Spirit guides us on a pathway toward Heaven, but they would rather travel on a highway to Hell! They can call themselves “Christian” all they want, but if their lives do not back it up, John puts it very bluntly: they “lie and do not live by the truth.” 


If we want to make God smile, we must live in fellowship with Him. We must accept His grace, giving us a right standing before Him. We must live lives of integrity before others, demonstrating the reality of what we claim to believe. And we must travel God’s direction, walking with Him, hand in hand, as He leads us toward His Kingdom.

God Is Pleased With Our Faith


Not only is God pleased with our fellowship; He is pleased with our faith. Turn over to Hebrews eleven—the great “Hall of Fame of Faith” as it has been called—and notice verse seven:

By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 


Noah was above all a man of great faith. Among the heroes of faith recorded in Hebrews 11, it is only Noah whose description both begins and ends with the phrase “by faith”
—and once in the middle as well!

God smiles when we trust him completely. Noah trusted God, even when it didn’t make sense. The Message paraphrases verse seven, “By faith, Noah built a ship in the middle of dry land. He was warned about something he couldn’t see, and acted on what he was told.” 

I’m sure many of you have heard Bill Cosby’s version of Noah’s story. (If you haven’t, you should!) Some thought he was being sacrilegious, but I disagree. Don’t you think Noah had some questions about God’s directions?

Think about it! Noah and his sons built a barge four-and-a-half stories high, 75 feet wide, and 450 feet long! Not only that, but Noah’s family probably lived no less than five hundred miles from the closest body of water. Not too many people build huge ships in Nebraska or Kansas. To top it off, there had never been rain. Did you know at that time the earth was not watered by rain but was watered by dew? Prior to the flood, people had never seen rain and most had never laid eyes on a large lake—let alone of a great ocean.

It took Noah 120 years to build the ark. I imagine he faced many discouraging days. With no sign of rain year after year, he was ruthlessly criticized as a “crazy man who thinks God speaks to him.” I imagine Noah’s children were often embarrassed by the giant ship being built in their front yard. Yet Noah kept on trusting God.

Trusting God completely means having faith that He knows what is best for my life. I believe that He will keep his promises, help me with problems, and even do the impossible when necessary. Psalm 147:11 says, “He takes pleasure in those that honor Him; in those who trust in His constant love” [tev].
 

God is pleased with our faith; in fact, Hebrews 11:6 states, “Without faith it is impossible to please God.”  If we want to make God smile, we must trust in Him.

God Is Pleased With Our Faithfulness


Finally, God is pleased with our faithfulness. You might be wondering, “What’s the difference between faith and faithfulness?” Let me put it this way: Faithfulness is faith in action. It’s one thing to say you believe that tightrope walker can safely push someone in a wheelbarrow over Niagara Falls; it’s something else entirely to get in the wheelbarrow and say, “Let’s go!” The first can be called faith, the second faithfulness.


Return to the Genesis account of Noah. Notice these four statements:

· Genesis 6:22 – “Noah did everything just as God commanded him.”
· Genesis 7:5 – “And Noah did all that the Lord commanded him.”
· Genesis 7:9 – “…as God had commanded Noah.”
· Genesis 7:16 – “…as God had commanded Noah.”
Catch a common theme in these verses? Noah did exactly what he was told by God. The lesson is clear: God smiles when we obey him wholeheartedly.
 

This was an incredible mission, requiring great attention to logistics and details. Everything had to be done just as planned. God didn’t say, “Build any old boat you’d like, Noah.” He gave very detailed instructions as to the size, shape, and materials of the ark as well as the different numbers of animals to be brought on board. Noah obeyed completely (no instruction was overlooked), and he obeyed exactly (in the way and time God wanted it done). That is wholehearted obedience.
 

Often we try to offer God partial obedience. We want to pick and choose the commands we obey. We make a list of the commands we like and obey those while ignoring the ones we think are unreasonable, difficult, expensive, or unpopular. Yet partial obedience is disobedience.
 

Noah did not give excuses, try to negotiate, or even procrastinate by saying, “I’ll pray about it.” He didn’t demand to know all of the details of the plan in advance. I like the way Rick Warren puts it:

God doesn’t owe you an explanation or reason for everything he asks you to do. Understanding can wait, but obedience can’t. Instant obedience will teach you more about God than a lifetime of Bible discussions. In fact, you will never understand some commands until you obey them first. Obedience unlocks understanding.
 

Moses learned this lesson. Of course, he was trying everything he could to get out of obeying God’s call—he tried the excuses, demanding explanations, and eventually passed the buck to his brother. At one point God told him, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship [Me] on this mountain” (Exodus 3:12). The catch was that Moses had to obey in order to receive the sign!


Noah did obey—completely and precisely—and God was pleased with his faithfulness. Charles Stanley comments,

Obedience is the cornerstone to our faith in God. While Noah’s obedience led to God’s blessing and reward, the disobedience of his contemporaries led to their destruction. At the time of the flood, the physical salvation of mankind fell to Noah and his willingness to be used by God.

The ark merely foreshadowed the eternal salvation from sin that is ours through Jesus Christ. Just as Noah’s faith saved him and his family, so our faith saves us today. We are saved by grace through faith and not by good deeds. Building the ark did not bring Noah any closer to the Lord—but his obedience and faith in God did. And it kept him…dry.


In conclusion, what kind of a person was Noah? He was the kind of person you and I should be and can be as we live in our world today.
 Unfortunately, the world has not changed all that much since Noah’s time. Sure, technology has come a long way, but many of the basics are still the same. God’s message was rejected then; it is rejected today. Violence, immorality, dishonesty, rage, murder, profanity, blasphemy, and a general man-centered outlook prevailed then; the same things are widespread today. A small remnant found grace and mercy then; a relatively small number of people are believers today. People in the world have not changed their basic attitude toward God, and will not until Christ returns.
 Jesus Himself said in Matthew 24:37-39,

As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 

Centuries ago, Noah pleased God with his fellowship, faith, and faithfulness. The path to pleasing God has not changed. If we want to make God smile, we need to love Him supremely, we must trust Him completely, and we must obey Him wholeheartedly. 


I’d like to close with a familiar benediction worded a bit differently than we are used to:

May the Lord bless you and protect you.

May the Lord smile on you and be gracious to you.

May the Lord show you his favor and give you his peace.

Numbers 6:24-26 nlt

Amen
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