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“Blessed Are the Harmonious”
Matthew 5:9

The Nobel Prize is an international award for achievements in physics, chemistry, medicine, literature and for peace given yearly since 1901. In 1968, the Bank of Sweden instituted the Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel, founder of the Nobel Prize. The Prize Winners are announced in October every year. They receive their awards (a prize amount, a gold medal and a diploma) on December 10, the anniversary of Nobel’s death.
 The prize has grown from over $150,000 in 1901 to $10,000,000 today. Of the six Nobel Prizes awarded, probably the best known is the Nobel Peace Prize. 
How unlike the world in which we live! As Dan Baumann writes,

If someone were to come to earth from another planet with the assignment to discover what Earth’s primary business is, what do you think his report would say? I think it probably would be, “The chief industry of earth is war. That’s what they engage themselves in more than anything else.”

Peace is indeed a rare commodity in our world. Perhaps this is why the Nobel committee gives such a large award to the winner of their peace prize. While none of us will probably ever be considered for a Nobel Peace Prize, we as Christians are all called to work toward peace. Jesus said in Matthew 5:9, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.” What did Jesus mean by the word “peacemaker”? How can this be accomplished? What do such peacemakers have to look forward to?
The Condition for Blessing

Jesus states that the “peacemaker” will be blessed. That word comes from the Greek term meaning “a person who restores peace between people.”
 In our own day we might call such a person a “mediator,” an “arbitrator,” or a “negotiator.” It is a person who comes between two parties at odds with one another and brings them together in some sort of livable agreement. 

At the mention of the word “peacemaker,” many of us may immediately think of those who work to make peace between warring nations. While in Matthew 5:9 the cessation of war is by no means excluded, the focus of meaning of “peacemaker” is reconciliation between persons and not primarily to cause wars to cease.
 We can be peacemakers in many ways. As Paul writes in Romans 12:18, “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.”
Notice the limitations given in that verse. Twice the apostle qualifies his statement. “If it be possible,” he begins, suggesting that, at times, peace is not possible. “As far as it depends on you,” he continues, demonstrating that peace is dependent upon the cooperation and agreement of all parties; we cannot force peace on those who will not have it.

Before we delve into what peacemaking is, I want to point out a couple of things peacemaking is not. Peacemaking is not silence in the face of wrong. The Bible makes a distinction between godly and worldly peacemaking. There are those who will make peace at any price, including the price of the truth and the Gospel. They seek to reconcile God and the world by selling out God. Some of the most visible “﻿peacemakers﻿” in Jeremiah’s Israel were false prophets, who cried “﻿Peace, peace,﻿” when there was no peace (﻿Jer 6:14﻿).
 True, we as Christians can avoid conflict by never telling others that they are sinners in need of Christ or else they face eternity in Hell. But that is not what we are called to do. As John Stott points out, 

“Peace” and “appeasement” are not synonyms. For the peace of God is not peace at any price. He made peace with us at immense cost, even at the price of the life-blood of his only Son. We too—though in lesser ways—will find peacemaking a costly enterprise. Dietrich Bonhoeffer has made us familiar with the concept of “cheap grace”; there is such a thing as “cheap peace” also.
 

History teaches us that appeasement does not work. Appeasement failed to stop Napoleon from his attempts to conquer Europe, nor did it prevent Hitler from his mad dash for domination. When Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait years ago some called for appeasement—after all, who cares about Kuwait?—but America and her allies knew that if he were allowed to conquer one nation, he would try to conquer more.

On the other hand, peacemaking is not a heavy-handed enforcement of our ideas. We may have the power and authority to impose our will on others so that there is no difference of opinion (at least on the outside), but this is hardly peace. As Roman governor Flavius Silva commented upon the discovery of the Jewish rebels who committed suicide rather than surrender at Masada, “We made a desert and called it peace.” Might may make right in the real world, but that doesn’t constitute peace in the biblical sense.

So what is peacemaking? Peacemaking gets to the root of animosity and brings authentic healing. The peacemaker is a mediator who tries to bring two people, two groups, or two nations together in some form of agreement.
 Peacemaking hopes to bring that deep, comprehensive well-being contained in the Hebrew notion of shalom to souls who are at war with others, with themselves, and with God.
 Peace is a creative force, and a peacemaker is a person who releases this creative force to change his world.

Ultimately Christians are to be peacemakers between mankind and its Maker. In the light of the gospel, Jesus Himself is the supreme peacemaker, making peace between God and man.
 In that sense He has already made the peace, but we are called as His emissaries to spread the message of peace. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:18-21,

All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

As God’s ambassadors, we deliver a message of reconciliation—the goal of a peacemaker—between lost souls and God.

Peacemaking is also necessary between people. Paul writes in Philippians 2:1-4,

If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.

How the Christian Church needs peacemakers! Too often, the one place that needs peace more than any other is the body of Christ—Heaven’s embassy on earth entrusted with the message of peace! Satan’s greatest triumphs come when Christians fight one another, turning off unbelievers to Christ.

Christians are also called to be peacemakers in the world. At home, at the workplace, in the neighborhood—we ought to be those who bring peace. What do peacemakers look like? Chuck Swindoll answers,

Peacemakers release tension, they don’t intensify it. Peace​makers seek solutions and find no delight in arguments. Peace​makers calm the waters, they don’t trouble them. Peacemakers work hard to keep an offense from occurring. And if it has occurred, they strive for resolution. Peacemakers lower their voices rather than raise them. Peacemakers generate more light than heat.

Peacemakers know that winning a battle may lead to losing a war. We may win an argument yet lose a friendship, and partnership, or an opportunity to bring another to Christ. Peacemakers know when to speak and when to be silent. Peacemakers know when to be direct and when to be diplomatic.

What is required to be a peacemaker? Peacemakers must first be selfless. As Martyn Lloyd-Jones puts it, “Before you can be a peacemaker you really must be entirely forgetful of self because as long as you are thinking about yourself, and shielding yourself, you cannot be doing the work properly.”
 Peacemaking always involves risk. A mediator tends to be a lightning rod. Anytime you step between two people who are fighting you risk a broken nose. Inevitably, when you step into the breach, the hostility that has been directed against the other person becomes directed against you. The peacemaker has to be prepared to take the flak that comes with being a mediator.
 As Dietrich Bonhoeffer put it, “The peacemakers will carry the cross with their Lord, for it was on the cross that peace was made.”

Peacemakers must also be sensitive. We need to be, as James 1:19 puts it, “quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to become angry.” Peacemakers are good listeners—listening to both sides equally—getting information from all sides before speaking. We are not to be self-sensitive, but sensitive to those involved in the conflict.

Finally, we must be scriptural. In our attempts to make peace, we cannot compromise the truth of God’s Word. When it comes to making peace between God and man, we must stand for the truth that man is a sinner and only has hope in repentance and finding forgiveness in the blood of Christ. Between people, we cannot ignore God’s principles just so others can get along. We need genuine peace, not cheap peace.

The Consequence of Blessing

What is the consequence of being blessed in this verse? Peacemakers are called “sons of God.” It is people like this who will be called God’s sons. There is something godlike in bringing peace to people and people to peace.

 This is not how they become sons of God—that can only happen by receiving Jesus Christ as Savior (John 1:12). By making peace, believers manifest themselves as sons of God, and God will one day acknowledge them as people who bear the family likeness.
 As John Broadus put it, “There is no more godlike work to be done in this world than peacemaking.”

The peacemaker is a son of God because God is the Peacemaker. God is the source of peace. Six times in the New Testament He is called the God of peace. Jesus Christ is the source of peace, He is the one who creates peace, He is the giver of peace, He is the author of peace.

So the blessing of being a peacemaker is simply that we are noted for our God-likeness. We are sons of God; therefore, we are God-like when we are peacemakers. We resemble God. We act as God acts when we are peacemakers.

As you and I seek to be peacemakers, men will treat us as they did Jesus. They will misunderstand us and not honestly seek for the truth. They will criticize us and accuse us. Eventually they will condemn us and crucify us.
 When we intentionally go out of our way to make peace, regardless of what it may cost us personally, we will stand out as being different from the rest of the world, and we are differ​ent because we are the children of God.
 What a testimony to the world that is!

No, we may never receive the Nobel Peace Prize—or even be nominated for it—by being a peacemaker. How much better, though, to be recognized as children of our Heavenly Father, disciples of the ultimate Peacemaker, Jesus Christ our Lord! This, too, is what it means to live your blessed life now.
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