Unchanging Truth in Uncertain Times #4

“Greater Than a Mother’s Love”
Selected Scriptures

Once again, we set apart the second Sunday of May to honor our mothers. As one resource puts it, “Godly mothers are the nation’s greatest treasure, the Lord’s best helpers, and the most blessed among women.”
 Abraham Lincoln was right: “No one is poor who had a godly mother.”
 Chuck Swindoll adds,

There is no more influential or power​ful role on earth than a mother’s. As significant as political, military, educational, or religious public figures may be, none can compare to the impact made by mothers. Their words are never fully forgotten, their touch leaves an indelible impression, and the memory of their presence lasts a lifetime.

To all of these statements I give a hearty “Amen!” Mothers are certainly worthy of our adoration and appreciation. We do not worship mothers, however, we worship God. We thank Him for our mothers, but the focus of our worship must be on the Almighty. How does Mother’s Day fit into that?

Mother’s Day (and Father’s Day) remind us of the “motherhood of God” and the “fatherhood of God.” Motherhood? Yes!
 Now, before you think I’ve lost my evangelical mind, I am not suggesting that God is female or that we should pray to our “Heavenly Mother” instead of our “Heavenly Father.” Neither am I joining in the feminist movement that labels Christianity as “sexist” and the Bible as a “sexist book.” Nor am I in favor of the proliferation of “gender-inclusive” Bibles that seek to remove all masculine references of God in Scripture. 

I do believe, however, that we see the best traits of human mothers perfected in God. I believe that in God we find both the pattern and the power for motherhood as He intends. Let’s not forget Genesis 1:26-27, 

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”

Of course, God is neither masculine nor feminine. As Jesus told the Samaritan woman at the well in John 4:24, “God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” We must not think of God as simply a greater human; He is distinct.

The adjectives we use of God are not intended to indicate sexuality but generic personhood. God is neither and both. He contains all personhood; we are all made in his image, male and female.
 The Bible is clear that God is the ground of both masculinity and femininity. Even while transcending these distinctions, God also encompasses them. The God of the Bible is neither “the Man Upstairs,” nor “Mother Nature”; he is neither the Sky Father, nor the Earth Mother. And yet, analogies of gender are used to describe God in the Bible—both as a father and as a mother.

This concept of “the motherhood of God” is not something borne out of the modern feminist movement. Over a century ago, the celebrated preacher and author G. Campbell Morgan wrote concerning the creation of Adam and Eve, 

In the man and the woman, and not in either alone, the image and the likeness of God are seen. “God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him; male and female created He them.” In God are Fatherhood and Motherhood…
 

Elsewhere he wrote, “In God fatherhood and motherhood merge. We have never grasped the fullest fact concerning God until we have recognized the double truth.”

This does not imply that God is a woman. In fact, as Warren Wiersbe points out, 

God is spirit and has no physical body, therefore He is gender-less. When we speak of “the Father,” we are referring to His office and activity, and not to gender. Jesus was conceived and born a baby boy because He is the last Adam, the Lord of the new creation. Like the Father, the Holy Spirit has no gender and indwells both male and female believers… However, it is important to understand that there is a “motherhood” aspect to God’s nature that must not be denied or ignored.
 

In our series of studies, “Unchanging Truth in Uncertain Times,” we have seen the unchanging person of God, the unchanging precepts of God, and the unchanging promises of God. This morning I want to consider the unchanging passion of God. The love of God toward us, His creation, is as immutable as His other attributes. We are told in several passages of Scripture, “God is love”—love is a fundamental characteristic of God. Through other texts we see the similarity of God’s love to mothers, and in the end we see the superiority of God’s love to mothers. As precious as a mother’s love is to us, in God we find something greater than a mother’s love.
The Similarity of God’s Love to Mothers

We begin with the similarity of God’s love to mothers. Throughout Scripture we read of the love of God. The final book of the Old Testament opens in Malachi 1:2 with the words, “‘I have loved you,’ says the Lord.” Later, in Malachi 3:6, we read, “I the Lord do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed.” Combining God’s immutable (or unchanging) nature and His love and we see that, like a mother, God is unshifting in His love.
 Another passage we have already seen in this regard is Lamentations 3:22, “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.” Both Malachi and Jeremiah arrive at the same conclusion regarding God’s love—if it weren’t for the love of God, we wouldn’t be around! We may say that about our mothers—and it is true that none of us would be here if it weren’t for our mothers!—but how much more this is true when we think of God’s love for us!

Also, like a mother, God is unsparing in His comfort. In Isaiah 66:13 God says, “As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you; and you will be comforted over Jerusalem.” Children who are sick, injured, afraid, or brokenhearted usually call for their mother, even though they know that their father loves them and cares, because a mother’s comfort is very special.
 In Isaiah 49:13 we read, “Shout for joy, O heavens; rejoice, O earth; burst into song, O mountains! For the Lord comforts his people and will have compassion on his afflicted ones.” Psalm 119:76 states, “May your unfailing love be my comfort, according to your promise to your servant.” Notice the connection between God’s “unfailing love” and the comfort it brings.

In the New Testament, Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 1:3-7, 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows. If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort.

The emphasis in these verses is on the comforting. The Lord comforts as a mother comforts.
 God is unsparing in His comfort.
Third, God is unstopping in His joy. Zephaniah 3:17 reveals, “The Lord your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.” Can you imagine God joyfully holding His children in His arms, singing to them? What a picture of the “motherhood” of God!
 We have nothing to fear in His loving arms!

The Superiority of God’s Love to Mothers

Yet there’s more. (Sounds like the annoying pitchman on television, huh?) God’s love is not only similar to a mother’s love, it is superior to the love a mother has for a child. Turn to Psalm 27:10. The niv reads, “Though my father and mother forsake me, the Lord will receive me.” I think the nlt, though, gives the real force of the statement: “Even if my father and mother abandon me, the Lord will hold me close.”

The original Hebrew term means, “to leave, desert, abandon.” It is this same term that is used in Psalm 22:1, a prophetic statement from the Messiah’s lips that Jesus would cry from His cross: “My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?”
 The point of verse 10 is probably hypothetical;
 there is no indication that David’s parents ever abandoned him. Perhaps David felt abandoned by his parents when they died.

At any rate, a father and a mother might possibly forsake a child, but it is not likely. However, God is to us a devoted and faithful Father, as we read in Psalm 103:13, “As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him.” He also tenderly deals with us as would a loving mother, as Isaiah 49:15 indicates.
 Earlier I read verse 13 in that chapter regarding God’s compassion and comfort. Now let’s read that verse and the three that follow:

Shout for joy, O heavens; rejoice, O earth; burst into song, O mountains! For the Lord comforts his people and will have compassion on his afflicted ones. But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me, the Lord has forgotten me.” “Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she has borne? Though she may forget, I will not forget you!  See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; your walls are ever before me.” 

When Isaiah the prophet searched for an illustration of God’s constant love for His people, the best example he could find was a new baby’s mother (Is. 49:15). Mothers have enduring love that even the most trying circumstances or rebellious child cannot dim.
 Proverbially, a mother’s love is the strongest love of all. Many mothers continue to love their children no matter what they do. But it is unfortunately true that mothers can forget their children.
 We have only to think of the recurring stories of mothers standing passively by while their boyfriends abuse—even kill—the mothers’ children. Our hearts break when we hear stories on the news of mothers who abandon, abuse, or neglect their own children—not to mention the millions of babies murdered every year by abortion. 

But whatever the failures of mothers, God does not forget! God’s attachment is more than a mother’s. Earthly love, as wonderful as it is, may cease, but his love has no limits whatsoever.

What does this mean to us? One final passage—turn to Psalm 131:1-2 where the psalmist writes,

My heart is not proud, O Lord, my eyes are not haughty; I do not concern myself with great matters or things too wonderful for me. But I have stilled and quieted my soul; like a weaned child with its mother, like a weaned child is my soul within me. 

It is a beautiful picture not only of humble faith but of what might be called the “motherhood” of God.

Notice how the psalmist responds to the Lord’s motherly love: first he is humble. “My eyes are not proud, my eyes are not haughty.” In the arms of God we don’t need to impress anyone. We know that God loves us—warts and all. We can truly be ourselves in the Lord’s presence.

Second he is honest: “I do not concern myself with great matters or things too wonderful for me.” We sing of God’s majesty and power, His wisdom and knowledge, and then we try to live our lives in our own strength and skill! As A. W. Tozer used to say, “Christians don’t tell lies; they sing them in church on Sunday.” We make a lie of our faith when we fail to truly trust God with the day-to-day details of our existence. If you truly believe in God’s love and wisdom and might, quit worrying!

Third he is hushed: “I have stilled and quieted my soul.” We are familiar with the words of Psalm 46:10, “Be still and know that I am God.” That makes for great signs and trinkets, but how many of us find it difficult to actually do? Peace comes when we trust in God’s person, His promises, and His passion for us. 

When God wanted to communicate His love for people, He used the example of a mother. Surely there is no greater love on earth between humans than the love of a mother for a child. Sorry, men, we just don’t quite measure up on that scale! This is one area when women, as a whole, outdo us guys.

We ought to be very thankful for our mothers on this Mother’s Day, especially for those godly mothers who brought us up to know the Lord. No matter how old we are—or how old they are—we will never outlive our responsibility to love and honor them.

Now I realize that not everyone hearing these words had such a loving mother. Some of you were abused, some were abandoned by the very one who gave you life. Others may feel abandoned by your mother who has left you by physical death. You may have a difficult time relating to a mother’s love. These words may bring anguish instead of comfort, and for that I apologize. My message to you—and to all of us—is that there is a love greater than a mother’s love. As the classic hymn says, 

The love of God is greater far than tongue or pen can ever tell

It goes beyond the highest star and reaches to the lowest hell

Could we with ink the ocean fill and were the skies of parchment made

Were every stalk on earth a quill and every man a scribe by trade

To write the love of God above would drain the ocean dry

Nor could the scroll contain the whole though stretched from sky to sky.
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