
Jesus in the Present Tense #3

“I Am the Light of the World”

John 1:5; 8:12; 9:1-5

Where there is no light, there is no sight. Regardless of how strong your vision may be, you cannot see without light. This is a scientific fact. It is also a spiritual fact.

Light usually symbolizes what is good and darkness what is bad. For example, if you don’t understand what’s going on, you are “in the dark”; if you do understand, you are “enlightened.” In Scripture, light speaks of God (“God is light,” 1 John 1:5), and the darkness speaks of sin and Satan (John 3:19-21; Acts 26:18). Sinners perform “deeds of darkness” (Rom. 13:12), while God’s people live as “children of light” (Eph. 5:8-13). Jesus called hell “outer darkness” (Matt. 8:12; 25:30), but Revelation 21:25 tells us that there will be no night in heaven. Unbelievers are lost in the darkness (John 12:46), while believers have been called out of darkness and “into his wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9).

As we continue our series on Jesus in the Present Tense, we come to an “I Am” statement that Jesus made more than once during His ministry on earth. In both John 8:12 and 9:5 Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.” John introduced Jesus as “the light [that] shines in darkness” in John 1:5. But what does this mean?

This morning we will see that in the darkness of ignorance, Jesus brings the light of revelation; in the darkness of iniquity, Jesus brings the light of redemption; and in the darkness of inevitability, Jesus brings the light of resurrection.

Jesus Brings the Light of Revelation

First, in the darkness of ignorance, Jesus brings the light of revelation. John brings out this truth in the first chapter of his gospel. “The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it,” verse five states. This darkness is ignorance, so profound that even when the light shines, it cannot comprehend what it sees.

The word John uses is sometimes translated “understood” or "comprehend,” while other versions render it “overpower” or “overcome.” Which is correct? The Greek word katalambanō has a primary meaning is “to seize,” “to attack,” “to overpower,” or “to hold without losing grip.” However, it also has a metaphorical use, “to comprehend or understand.” So, which is it? John could have intended a double meaning. In the end, darkness was not able to suppress the Light even by placing the Light in a tomb. However, the verses that follow appear to stress the mental deficiency of the darkness: its unwillingness to believe and therefore its inability to comprehend.

John 1:18 continues, “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.” The most profound ignorance is a lack of knowledge of God. Mankind is hopelessly lost in darkness without knowing God. But when Jesus came to earth, He revealed the Father. Rick Warren writes,

God’s glory is best seen in Jesus Christ. He, the Light of the world, illuminates God’s nature. Because of Jesus, we are no longer in the dark about what God is really like. The Bible says, “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory” [Heb. 1:3]. Jesus came to earth so we could fully understand God’s glory.

Jesus Christ came to dispel the darkness of sin and ignorance and to inaugurate the era of light and love.

Later in John 8:12, Jesus made the statement, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” When the Pharisees challenged Him, Jesus replied in verse 19, “You do not know me or my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” To know the Son is to know the Father; to reject the Son is to reject the Father as well.

Furthermore, Jesus claimed that He is the light of the world who alone reveals the Father of light.
 We would never be able to see or enjoy God’s light if we couldn’t see Jesus.
 He came to reveal the Father to mankind. Ignorance, superstition, idolatry, fear, sin—these are the dark and somber clouds which the light of Christ dispels.
 

David put it beautifully when he wrote in Psalm 36:9, “For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light.” We cannot receive light from history, science, or any other field of study unless God’s light shines on it first. God’s Word is light (Psa. 119:105, 130) and God’s Spirit is light (Rev. 4:5), and if we yield to the Spirit and live in the Word, God will teach us. Apart from the Spirit’s ministry, the Bible is a closed book. Furthermore, when we follow Jesus and walk in the light, we see this world and its dangerous illusions as they really are and we will not be deceived.

Jesus Brings the Light of Redemption

Second, in the darkness of iniquity, Jesus brings the light of redemption. Often the Bible speaks of darkness (or blindness) on an intellectual level, but other times the metaphor has an ethical emphasis to it.
 

Darkness is identified with disobedience and the devil, whereas light stands for God and His holiness. As long as we follow Jesus, the Light of the World, we walk in the light of life; but once we move into the darkness of disobedience, we are in the path of death and not the path of life.

John is not the only New Testament writer to utilize the motif of darkness and light; Paul uses this technique quite often—and more often than not in this moral or ethical dimension. In Romans 13:12-14 he writes,

The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.

The “deeds of darkness” are nothing less than sin run rampant, whereas the “armor of light” refers to the holiness found in Jesus Christ.

We read in Colossians 1:13-14, “For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” Indeed Christianity is a “rescue religion,”
 and Paul speaks in terms of being rescued from the dominion of darkness. How is this accomplished? Through “redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” This is more than merely opening the eyes of our intellect or consciousness. Forgiveness, light and peace are the blessings that Christ has won for us. This is the meaning of salvation.

Such deliverance is not only meant in the ultimate sense, either. Many people live in the darkness of sin that holds them captive. Addictions they cannot break, habits that are hard to overcome—these are also forms of darkness in which many people dwell. But Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin… [But] if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:34, 36). Jesus not only gives us victory over the penalty of sin, but He also provides victory over the power of sin in our day-to-day lives.

When Jesus came to earth the first time, He came to bring the light of redemption into a world marked by the darkness of iniquity. When Jesus comes to our lives today, He comes to bring the light of redemption into a heart marked by the darkness of iniquity. 

Jesus Brings the Light of Resurrection

Third, in the darkness of inevitability, Jesus brings the light of resurrection. What do I mean by “inevitability”? Of course, there is only one inevitability in life—death. Hebrews 9:27 states, “It is appointed unto men once to die, and after this the judgment.” There is no escaping this fact.

I am certain we are familiar with the words of Psalm 23:4, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” But do we really know what that is saying? Can we honestly say we are fearless in the face of death?

Isaiah 9:2 prophesied about Jesus, “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” Once again we see the images of darkness and light, but in this case the darkness is identified with the inevitability of death. 

So what does it mean when it says that a light has dawned in the land of the shadow of death? To answer this we must turn to an episode in the later life of Jesus, found in John 11. Lazarus has died, and his sisters Martha and Mary are dealing with grief and bewilderment—the “shadow of death,” if you will. Martha and Mary separately confront Jesus with identical words: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died” (John 11:21, 32). These were dark times for these two sisters.

How did Jesus reply? “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die” (John 11:25-26). Then, as if to authenticate His words, Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead in front of the people gathered around. He turned the darkness of death into the light of life!

Jesus does not perform this same miracle for everyone who dies today; He did not even perform this miracle for everyone who died during His own time on earth. But this miracle serves as a “coming attraction” of how everyone will hear the voice of Jesus at the last day and rise from the dead.

Hebrews 2:14-15 tells how this was accomplished: “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.” Jesus came with a purpose—really a three-fold purpose:

· In the darkness of ignorance, Jesus brought the light of revelation

· In the darkness of iniquity, Jesus brought the light of redemption

· In the darkness of inevitability, Jesus brought the light of resurrection

Twice Jesus stated, “I am the light of the world.” By using the words “I Am,” He claims to be Yahweh, the great I Am That I Am. But there is another way of seeing this. By saying, “I am the light of the world,” Jesus wanted them to have lasting blessing in the present tense, and only He could give them that blessing.
In our modern world, we are so accustomed to electric lights of all kinds that we forget the spiritual darkness that enshrouds our globe and blinds the minds and hearts of lost people. But the greatest tragedy is that people think they are “enlightened” when the light that is in them is actually darkness. Jesus said, “Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eyes are healthy, your whole body also is full of light. But when they are unhealthy, your body also is full of darkness. See to it, then, that the light within you is not darkness” (Luke 11:34-35; see also John 9:39-41). Our outlook helps to determine our character and conduct; and character and conduct determine the outcome of life. To obey Jesus and follow the Light of the World means to become a living light and avoid the delusions that lead to the detours toward darkness. It means to become the kind of people who can point others to the Savior so that they too might experience “the light of life.”

Are you living in the dark? Are you struggling to know who God is? Do you grapple with guilt and sin, feeling as though you can’t break free? Are you paralyzed by the fear of death, even though you know it is inevitable?

Allow the light of the world—Jesus Christ Himself—shine on your life today. Come out of the darkness and into His glorious light.
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