The History and Destiny of the Human Race #2

“In The Image of God”

Genesis 1:26-2:7
Modern man has sometimes been compared to an amnesiac asking the question, “Who am I?” Scientists may claim that man is an evolved animal, a chance of nature, or a computer with feelings, but the Bible has a much different answer to this question. In our era of humanistic ignorance and gender insanity, we need to know the truth.

God’s Unmistakable Doing

We begin with God’s unmistakable doing. As noted in our last study, the name “God” appears thirty-five times in the Genesis account of creation. He created—a term used only with reference to God in the Bible—by speaking into existence all that is. 

However, some scientists have, over the past 150 years or so, insisted that life has evolved over long periods of time to the species that exist today. Some theologians have even tried to reconcile evolution and creation together. Yet Genesis one dispels any notion of gradual transmutation of species. The Bible is clear that “creation is not a process; it is a finished product.”

Several times in the creation account the phrase “after its kind” is used to describe how life would reproduce. This phrase has been described as “the rock upon which the whole theory of evolution perishes,”
 as Walter Kaiser explains,

God created the basic forms of life called mîn which can be classified according to modern biologists and zoologists as sometimes species, sometimes genus, sometimes family or order. This gives no support to the classical evolutionist view which requires developments across kingdom, phyla, and classes.

1 Corinthians 15:38-39 reinforces this view,

But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body. All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish another. 

There is no room in the biblical record for the gradual development of nature from one form to another, which evolution purports. The state of the universe is not one of gradual improvement, but of gradual deterioration. God created everything in a perfect state, but the consequences of sin have introduced death and decay. The bottom line, though, is that “creation is the act of a personal God, not a process of nature.”

Much of Genesis 1 has a flow and rhythm as it records the creation of nature. But when we come to Genesis 1:26-28, there is a marked difference.

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. ﻿ God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 
Ronald Youngblood writes, “Genesis 1:27 is by any standard one of the most beautiful verses in the Bible. It is the first bit of poetry in the Old Testament, which is composed of about 40 percent poetry and 60 percent prose.”
 The verse consists of three lines, each with four stresses and three repetitions of the verb bara (“created”).

What is meant when God says, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness”? Some surmise God was speaking with the angels, but this cannot be correct since angels were neither made in God’s image nor had anything to do with the creation of Adam.
 It is rather the plural of fullness, which is found in the plural word for God (’ĕlōhîm) used with a singular verb; and this fullness, glimpsed in the Old Testament, was to be unfolded as a trinity—or, to be more precise, triunity—in the further “we” and “our” of John 14:23.

What is God proposing to do? Chuck Swindoll observes, 

The climax of the creative week is God’s creation of humanity…. When God said, “Let us make human beings in our image,” He was saying, in effect, “Humanity will be unlike anything I have created…. I will make humans distinct. They will have imago Dei, ‘the image of God,’ stamped on them.”

(We will see what being created “in the image of God” means momentarily.)

Later, in Genesis 2:7, we read, “﻿ the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.” Putting this verse together with 1:26-28, we can learn about the identity and value of mankind.

The verb “formed” suggests the potter making a work of art in his skilled hands. The human body is indeed a work of art, an amazingly complex organism that only the wisdom of God could design and the power of God create.

This verse, with profound simplicity, matches and completes the classic 1:27. There it was the nouns (“image”, “likeness”) that related man to God; here, the verbs, for revelation is as often given in story as in statement. The two verbs balance. Formed expresses the relation of craftsman to material, with implications of both skill (as in Psalm 94:9, “He that formed the eye…”) and a sovereignty which man forgets at his peril; while breathed is warmly personal, with the face-to-face intimacy of a kiss and the significance that this was an act of giving as well as making; and self-giving at that.

Genesis 2:7 teaches that man’s nature is both physical and spiritual. God not only “formed man from the dust of the ground”; He also “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.” It was only when this twofold act had been accomplished that “man became a living being.”

In Isaiah 44:2, the Lord speaks through the prophet, “This is what the Lord says—he who made you, who formed you in the womb, and who will help you...”. Perhaps the most beautiful use of this imagery is found in Psalm 139:13-16,

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body.

The creation of mankind was God's unmistakable doing. 

God’s Unique Design

Second we see God’s unique design in creating mankind. The key to understand God’s unique design is found in the phrase “the image and likeness of God.”

No distinction should be made between image and likeness, which are in parallel in Genesis 1:26 and are synonyms in both the Old Testament and New. Since we are made in God’s image, every human being is worthy of honor and respect.
 
And what is that “image”? Volumes have been written by theologians attempting to answer that question. Rather than getting involved in such a detailed analysis, let me summarize my answer by using the word personality. God gave humanity a personality like His own.

God has a “mind”—intellect. When He created Adam and Eve, God gave them the same. He gave them an intelligence that was higher than other created life. This is illustrated not only in the command to “rule over the fish…the birds…the cattle and over all the earth,” but also in Adam’s naming all the creatures God had created. The first man and woman were able to communicate with each other verbally, to make observations about one another, and to understand their Creator’s instructions—all characteristics of intelligence. Ultimately, they were given this kind of mind that they might know their God.

God has a “heart”—emotions. When He created Adam and Eve, God gave them the same. Their emotional makeup and capacity were unique. Combined with their intellect, they could feel what no other created life could feel. The full spectrum of emotions was there for them to experience…from intense affection and exuberant joy to intense anger; they could feel disappointment, sadness, comfort, refreshment, excitement, and ecstasy. All this and so much more were theirs at creation. Adam’s delight in seeing Eve for the first time in Genesis 2:23 is a good example of his emotions. A literal reading of that verse suggests that he burst forth with strong feelings of excitement when God brought her to him for the first time: “Now—at last!” And their intimate joy in marital love offers yet another example of their capacity to feel deeply. Ultimately, Adam and Eve were given emotions that they might love their God.

God has a “will”—volition. When He created the first couple, God gave them the same. Nothing else in creation had this ability. Mixed with their intellectual and emotional capacities, this volitional ability enabled Adam and Eve to understand and reason things through, feel the emotions of the issues, then make decisions and act upon them. God appealed to Adam’s will when He gave him commands, like in Genesis 2:16-17, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you shall surely die.” God gave Adam and Eve a will that they might obey their God.

Notice that both male and female were created in the image and likeness of God. Both were created in his image, and both were blessed and told to be fruitful, to subdue the earth, and to care for its creatures. Thus men and women are equal bearers of the divine image and equal sharers in the earthly stewardship. And nothing that may be said later must be allowed to undermine, let alone contradict, this fundamental equality of the sexes. What creation has established no culture is able to destroy. Equality does not mean identity. Although the sexes are equal, they are different; equality is fully compatible with being complementary.

Unfortunately, both creation accounts have been misinterpreted: chapter 1 has been thought to teach that men and women are identical to each other; and chapter 2, the inferiority of the woman. Neither extreme is correct; the true picture of the creation of woman emerges only when both narratives are put together. Genesis 1-2 complement each other, even as men and women complement each other.

On the sixth day God created humanity, mankind in the generic sense, in two sexes. There is no indication that there is any difference between male and female in Genesis 1:26-28. This passage expresses in what way man and woman are equal. Both man and woman are in the image of God in exactly the same way. Some state that man was created in God’s image and woman in man’s image so that the image of God in woman is a second hand, reflected image. Or, some suggest that since God reveals himself as male, God the Father and God the Son, woman must be excluded from participation in his image. However, Genesis 1:27 makes no distinction. Both are blessed by God and told to multiply and to subdue the earth. The stewardship of creation is given to both man and woman; they are jointly responsible for the care of the earth.

God’s Ultimate Desire

God’s ultimate desire for mankind is very personal. Simply put, God created mankind so that it would be capable of fellowship with Him. This is reflected in Jeremiah 9:23-24, 

This is what the Lord says: “Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,” declares the Lord. 

God created us so that we might relate to Him and come to know Him. That was His ultimate desire for creating mankind. Jesus spoke of this in John 17:3, “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” Paul stated his own life’s purpose in Philippians 3:10, as read in The Amplified Bible:
[For my determined purpose is] that I may know Him [that I may progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him, perceiving and recognizing and understanding the wonders of His Person more strongly and more clearly], and that I may in that same way come to know the power outflowing from His resurrection [which it exerts over believers], and that I may so share His sufferings as to be continually transformed [in spirit into His likeness even] to His death…

God created mankind to have fellowship—a personal relationship. This is seen in Genesis 3:8, “Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day…” We also know that sin destroyed that relationship Adam and Eve had with God at that time, and we will consider that more next week. 

Sin has marred the image of God in mankind, so that every part of our humanness has been tainted with self-centeredness. Yet God’s image in us has not been totally destroyed. On the contrary, both the Old Testament and the New Testament affirm that human beings still bear God’s image and that this is the reason why we must respect them. The sanctity of human life arises from the value of God’s image bearers. Human beings are Godlike beings. They deserve to be loved and served.

This means that every human life has value and purpose, including the unborn whom our culture sees as disposable and worthless; the children whom the disciples thought were unworthy of our Lord’s time and attention; the elderly whom society sees as only a drain of resources and energy; those who disagree with us politically; and those who sin differently than we do. Every person we encounter is a person created in the image of God for whom Christ died.

That makes him or her invaluable!
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