“And He Shall Be Called…” #4a

“Prince of Peace”

Isaiah 9:6
Ever felt let down? Maybe at Christmas time?

Perhaps you were hoping—even expecting—a certain gift for Christmas, and you didn’t get it. Or maybe you got what you wanted, but it didn’t turn out to be as great as you thought it would be? 

As we have come to the fourth of our series of titles in Isaiah 9:6, we might be tempted to feel initially let down. Let’s review the verse:

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Given the first three titles in this verse—each one building in impressiveness—we might think the final title will knock our socks off…in a theological way, of course! But then we get to the fourth title and we read, “Prince of Peace.” Huh. A bit of a letdown. I mean, we already considered “King of the Jews”…isn’t “Prince of Peace” a step back from that? How does this compare with “Mighty God” and "Everlasting Father"?

Before we get too carried away in disappointment, one commentator writes, “It is appropriate that this title should come as the last of the series, for it is the climactic one.”
 “How can this be?” you may wonder. The answer lies in how the two terms “prince” and "peace" would have been understood in Isaiah’s day.
We think of a “prince” as the son of a king, with the “crown prince” as the one who will eventually become king. Thus when we hear of a prince, we are apt to think more of potential than actual benefits. But in the ancient world, the word “prince” corresponds to our idea of an “administrator.” This Prince of Peace, then, administers the benefits of peace to His subjects.

The term “peace” also means more than meets the eye. Like most important words, “peace” has become all things to all men. A loving mother looks upon the face of her sleeping infant and thinks of peace. A poet looks across the headstones in an old graveyard and thinks of peace. Yet who would exchange the beauty of a growing infant with the frozen, silent solemnity of a cemetery?

The Old Testament Jew would not make that mistake. To him, the word “peace”— Hebrew shalom—meant far more than silence or the absence of war. Peace was a living, vibrant thing that made for the well-being of mankind. Peace meant “the possession of adequate resources.” It has nothing to do with the situation on the outside; it has everything to do with the condition on the inside.
 Let’s look closer at this peace.

Peace as the Absence of Battles

First, the Bible speaks of peace as the absence of battles. This is the way many people think of the word “peace” today, and it is a fair definition—just not a full one. 

Given the context of chapter nine, Isaiah means a peace in this nasty world. Verses 4–5 show that he means peace in a world of oppression, war, and combat. And to bring peace in such a world is no namby-pamby affair—such peace comes by force. 

Consider Psalm 2:6-9,

“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” I will proclaim the decree of the Lord: He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father. Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession. You will rule them with an iron scepter; you will dash them to pieces like pottery.”

And Psalm 46:8-9,

Come and see the works of the Lord, the desolations he has brought on the earth. He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear, he burns the shields with fire. 

This is, of course, followed by the well-known words of verse ten, “Be still, and know that I am God.” This verse, which brings peace to many, is founded on the peace brought to the earth by the Lord—the Prince of Peace.

Such peace presupposes victory; indeed, it may be nearly synonymous with it. Peace comes in the wake of victory, when all opposition is taken out of the way. “Prince of peace,” then, does not mean that the prince is peaceful but that He has power to bring and enforce peace, even in a world where many don’t care to have it.

Jesus spoke of this in the upper room on the night before His crucifixion. We read His words in John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” We might think, “Those are nice words, but how could their hearts not be troubled and afraid given what transpired the next day?” The answer is found in John 16:33, “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” He declared victory even before the battle! Though the cross and the tomb was still ahead of Him, Jesus declared victory as having already happened! On that declaration of victory the disciples could experience peace. And so can we.
Ultimately Christ conquers and removes all of the things that take away peace. When He serves as King above all who may call themselves king now, peace will reign, and there will be no end to it. We humans cannot pull that off. We may inscribe Isaiah’s words on the wall outside the United Nations building, yet still there are battles on earth. Washington, DC, has a large assortment of peace monuments—we build one after every war. How foolish to think that men and women can make peace happen.

Peace as the Abundance of Blessing

Peace means more than the absence of battles, however. Shalom literally means, “to be whole, complete,” including personal fulfillment, well-being, harmony with others, and peace with God.
 And so His rule and reign will be marked by both the absence of war and hostilities and by every blessing that accompanies times of peace.
 One author put it this way: “Jesus is the ‘Prince of Peace,’ because infuses His people with divine wholeness.”

The implications of that word “infuses” was brought home this past week. My wife has not been able to get a vaccine for covid (under her doctor’s orders), and this past week tested positive for the virus. She became ill, to the point of going to the hospital with covid-pneumonia. While at the hospital she received an infusion of antibodies from others who had contracted the virus and survived. Their victory over covid was then infused into Tammy, and she immediately began to feel the benefits. In a similar way, Jesus “infuses” His people with His divine wholeness.

This peace is multifaceted. He offers peace from God (Romans 1:7) to those who are the recipients of His grace. He makes peace with God (Romans 5:1) for those who surrender to Him in faith. And He brings the peace of God (Philippians 4:7) to those who trust in Him.

How folks long for lasting peace within! What they would not give for the secret of poise and confidence in a threatening world! The answer is Jesus Christ. He is the Prince of Peace, and when He controls your life, He gives you peace.

Think of the things that rob us of peace: fear, worry, doubt, guilt, shame, and anxiety. The pharmaceutical industry makes billions of dollars every year producing pills for all of these issues. And while you can go to a drugstore and buy tranquilizers, or perhaps go to a vacation spot and buy rest; you cannot buy peace. Peace is a gift; peace is a Person who is a gift—the first Christmas gift, if you will. For the Christian, peace is not a shallow emotion based on feelings or circumstances. Peace for the believer is a deep confidence and joy based on the victorious work of Christ on the cross.
 Peace is the abundance of blessing.

Peace as the Affiliation of Brotherhood

One last component of the word shalom is peace as the affiliation of brotherhood. Not only do we experience peace with God and peace within ourselves, we can be at peace with those around us. 

Our society is so divided these days along racial, cultural, generational, political, and a host of other lines. Seemingly gone are the days of communication, cooperation, and comradery. Rather than appreciating the differences of others and learning from them, we see those who are different than us as a threat to us to be met with hostility.

This was true in the early church, particularly between Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians. Paul met this issue head on in Ephesians 2:14-18,

For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.
Peace among human beings is only possible because the Prince of Peace has made the way for our peace with God. He made peace possible at the Cross. He is our peace.
 Jesus Christ brings peace because He is peace. And the more we become like Him, the more we experience peace and share peace with others.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer said,

Where God comes in love to human beings and unites with them, there peace is made between God and humankind and among people. Are you afraid of God’s wrath? Then go to the child in the manger and receive there the peace of God. Have you fallen into strife and hatred with your sister or brother? Come and see how God, out of pure love, has become our brother and wants to reconcile us with each other. In the world, power reigns. This child is the Prince of Peace. Where he is, peace reigns.

And we must remember that God does not give us his peace so that we may sit back and enjoy it. He gives us his peace that we might be able to plunge ourselves into the tangled problems of a needy world and share Christ with those who have no peace.

As “Prince of Peace” He will bestow what shālôm implies in its fullest meaning: health to the sin-sick soul; a sound and healthy relation between sinners and God, as well as between sinners and fellow sinners; and a sound condition of universal righteousness and prosperity prevailing over the earth.

Life is full of disturbances. As the hymn, “Just As I Am” speaks of “fightings and fears within, without,” for many there is no peace. Countless open doors beckon us to some kind of peace—entertainment, alcohol, drugs, sex, hard work—and we run from one door to another hoping to find peace. Instead of peace we only find addiction. What we need is Jesus; His name is Prince of Peace and He takes care of the disturbances of life. As Isaiah 26:3 promises, “You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you.”

On that first Christmas, angels announced “peace on earth” to the shepherds in Luke 2:14. There never really has been peace on earth, in the sense we often think of it. Wars and rumors of wars have characterized the entire two thousand years since that first Christmas, and all the time before it.

Yet that proclamation was true then and it’s true today. It was a two-pronged announcement. First, it declared the arrival of the only One who ultimately can bring lasting peace on earth (which He will do when He returns to bring about the final establishment of His earthly kingdom).

But more important, it was a declaration that God’s peace is available to men and women. Read the words of Luke 2:14 carefully: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.”  When the angels proclaimed peace on earth, they were speaking primarily of a very personal, individual application of God’s peace that grows out of a firsthand knowledge of the Prince of Peace.

The Prince of Peace came on that first Christmas. He will come again some day and establish His kingdom on earth. Right now He offers you peace, described in Philippians 4:7 as “the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,” if you will accept Him right now.

If you have received Him, you can live in that peace within yourself and with others. Be still—be at peace—and know that He is God.
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