The Assurance of Hope #11

“Traffic Lights on the Road to Glory”

1 Peter 5:5-14

My mother was born in raised in the small town of New Cumberland, West Virginia. Quite a few years ago, it was determined that the main intersection in town needed some control, and it was decided that a traffic light would be in order. At this point, the world’s greatest salesman must have stepped in, because on that one intersection there were installed no less than a dozen traffic lights!

Now if you’re like me, traffic lights are seen as a nuisance, a necessary evil at best. They always seem to turn just as you’re about to go through them, and they always seem to stay red longer on your side than for the opposite direction, right? Even the ones that are set with timers to control the flow of traffic seem to be rigged against you!

But can you imagine the chaos of today’s traffic without those lights? Just remember the last time you pulled up to an intersection where the power had gone out, and the traffic lights were either not functioning at all or blinking red in all directions. Many drivers don’t know what to do in those situations—or they’re in too big a hurry to stop and wait for other cars to pass before they proceed!

Those red, yellow, and green lights are necessary for an orderly flow of traffic. As we come to the concluding verses of First Peter, we find what I am calling traffic lights on the road to glory. Just as the red light means “stop”, the yellow “proceed with caution”, and the green “go”, so Peter provides three corresponding commands for the Christian.
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Stop the Anxiety


The first “traffic light on the road to glory” is the red light. Peter tells us, “Stop the anxiety.” Consider verses 5-7,

Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.
There’s that word again: submission. Verse five (which we covered in an earlier message), speaks of submitting to one another within the body of Christ. All Christians are called to act toward each other in humility. Verse six continues this same line of thought but with regard to our relationship with God. We are to submit, or “humble ourselves” before God. Pride has no place in the heart of the Christian.

When we do this, we are given the promise of verse seven: “Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” I’ve often heard verse seven quoted by itself, but “unless we meet the conditions laid down in 1 Peter 5:5–6, we cannot claim the wonderful promise of 1 Peter 5:7.”
 
Have you ever thought of anxiety as a form of pride? We might not, if we think of worry as a lack of confidence and pride as an overabundance of confidence. But the two are closely linked, as Kenneth Wuest explains,

Anxiety is a self-contradiction to true humility. Unbelief is, in a sense, an exalting of self against God in that one is depending upon self and failing to trust God. Why worry therefore, if we are His concern? He is more concerned about our welfare than we could possibly be. Furthermore, since the humbling process has been allowed to come to us in the permissive will of God, and He is using it to accomplish His purpose in our lives, He has it under His control and us in His care. In it all He is concerned about us, therefore, again, why worry?﻿

Since anxiety and worry is a form of pride, then we know it is sin. A preacher once said: “Worry is sin because it denies the wisdom of God; it says that He doesn’t know what He’s doing. It denies the love of God; it says He does not care. And it denies the power of God; it says that He isn’t able to deliver me from whatever is causing me to worry.”

Peter tells us to stop the anxiety. How do we do that? He tells us to “cast all our cares upon him.” The original meaning of the term cast literally is “to throw upon.” We throw ourselves fully and completely on the mercy and care of God. This requires a decisive action on our part. There is nothing passive or partial about it.
 Think of the phrase, “heave-ho” with regard to this verse. Imagine tossing a large rock over a cliff. It takes everything you have to lift it up…you stumble toward the brink…and with a final exertion of energy you launch it over the edge.

Got the picture? Now one last thought: What happens if you hold on to the rock once it goes over the edge? Uh-oh! You go with it! When we “cast all our anxiety on Him,” we need to let it go!

“Well, that’s nice,” you might say, “but how do you do that practically?” Paul tells us in Philippians 4:6-7,

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 


The key to stopping anxiety is prayer. We are to “present our requests to God” about everything that we would otherwise worry about. Stop being anxious because you have to handle the situation; leave it in God’s capable hands. As the old hymn puts it: 

O what peace we often forfeit; O what needless pain we bear,

All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer.


The first traffic light on the road to glory is a red light. We are to stop the anxiety in our lives. We must place our trust in God and allow Him to take care of it.
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Beware the Adversary

The second traffic light is yellow, which to a driver means, “proceed with caution.” The principle in verses 8-9 is to beware the adversary:

Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.

The Christian does have an enemy, and it is not anyone we can see or hear. Our adversary is not the neighbor, the coworker, the family member or friend who seems to take delight in causing us trouble. Peter points out that the Christian’s one foe is Satan, the devil himself. From these verses we draw out three activities that are essential:

· Recognize the devil

· Respect the devil

· Resist the devil

First we must recognize the devil. Peter says, “Be sober and alert.” Sobriety includes both alertness and realism.
 We must have a realistic view of Satan. On the one hand, some people only picture him as the cartoon character with horns, a pointy beard, a pitchfork and a tail. Nothing could be further from the truth. Others see Satan as all-powerful, a rival to God in the cosmic battle of good and evil. This is also distorted. But most dangerous of all is the notion that Satan simply doesn’t exist. This may be Satan’s most effective strategy, as put in the Keith Green song (written from the devil’s perspective): “No one’s watching for my tricks since no one believes in me anymore.” Satan can sneak around very effectively if people don’t believe he’s there!

Instead we need to understand who he is and how he operates. As J. Dwight Pentecost points out, 

No military commander could expect to be victorious in battle un​less he understood his enemy. Should he prepare for an attack by land and ignore the possibility that the enemy might approach by air or by sea, he would open the way to defeat. Or should he prepare for a land and sea attack and ignore the possibility of an attack through the air, he would certainly jeopardize the campaign.
No individual can be victorious against the adversary of our souls unless he understands that adversary; unless he understands his philosophy, his methods of operation, his methods of temptation.

One way we can do that is by understanding his title. “The devil” comes from the Greek word diabolos, which means “slanderer” or “accuser.” Revela​tion 12:10 states that the enemy of our souls is “the accuser of our brethren.” He accuses us “day and night,” according to that verse. Not only does he accuse us to God, he also accuses us to ourselves. Many of our self-defeating thoughts come from the demonic realm. He is constantly accusing, constantly building false guilt, constantly prompting shame, constantly coming against us with hopes of destroying us.

Secondly, we must respect the devil. Among those Christians who recognize Satan’s existence, there are those who take a flippant attitude toward him, such as the seven sons of Sceva, who thought they could use the name of Jesus as a magic word to cast out demons, and were overpowered by an elderly man who was possessed. Or, in our own day, televangelist Benny Hinn, who announced in one of his crusades, “…I'm gonna read one Scripture, and then I'm gonna preach and the devil is gonna drop dead…” Needless to say, that didn’t happen! Instead, we ought to follow the example of Michael the archangel who, according to Jude 8-10,

But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil about the body of Moses, did not dare to bring a slanderous accusation against him, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!”
Now let me be clear that respect does not mean to surrender. Just as the yellow traffic light means, “proceed with caution,” so our attitude toward our adversary should not stop us in our tracks. We are to continue to move forward, but to do so aware that we have an enemy who wants to bring us down.

Third, we are to resist the devil. Wuest enlightens us about this term:

The Greek word translated “resist” means “to withstand, to be firm against someone else’s onset” rather than “to strive against that one.” The Christian would do well to remember that he cannot fight the devil. The latter was originally the most powerful and wise angel God created. He still retains much of that power and wisdom as a glance down the pages of history and a look about one today will easily show. While the Christian cannot take the offensive against Satan, yet he can stand his ground in the face of his attacks. Cowardice never wins against Satan, only courage.


Nothing works better in resisting the Devil than the actual quoting of Scripture. Jesus did this Himself when He was being tempted in the wilderness by Satan. Every enticement was met with God’s Word. We should do the same.
Call to mind 1 John 4:4, “Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world.” Or the words of Jesus in John 16:33, “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

Remember Ephesians 6:10-11: “Be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might. Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.” God provides what we need for the battle. But as Clowney warns,
The danger to the Christian is not that he is helpless before the devil. He is equipped with the whole armour of God: the shield of faith will extinguish the flaming darts of the evil one.﻿ The danger to the Christian is that he will fail to resist, that he will not watch and pray, that he will not put on the whole armour of God and take the sword of the Spirit.


On the street if we drive without caution, disaster is waiting to happen. On the road to glory if we proceed without caution regarding our adversary, we could likewise end up in a horrible wreck.
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Go with Assurance

Finally, Peter gives us the green light to go with assurance. He concludes in verses 10-11,

And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.
Peter closes on a positive note and reminds his readers that God knows what He is doing and is in complete control. No matter how difficult the fiery trial may become, a Christian always has hope.

There is that wonderful word we have seen over and over again in this letter: hope. Regardless of our circumstances, we have hope—that certainty that God will fulfill His promises and bring us into His eternal presence. As Paul summarized it, “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). No matter what difficulties or persecutions we encounter, we know how the story will end. For those who remain in Christ, we win! What greater assurance can there be?

This is what separates the Christian’s hope from the hope of the world. When an unbeliever goes through suffering, he loses his hope; but for a believer, suffering only increases his hope. “Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope” (Rom. 5:3–4, niv). God builds character and brightens hope when a believer trusts Him and depends on His grace.
 As Paul puts it in 2 Corinthians 4:16-18,

Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.
We do not lose heart. We do not give up. On the road to glory we can go with the assurance of hope.
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