Mother’s Day

“Eve: The Mother of All Mothers”

Genesis 3:20
Ever notice how the meanings of words change over time? For example, in the world of sports, to be called a “goat” used to be a bad thing, reserved for those who call a timeout when their team doesn’t have a timeout left, or who allow a ground ball to go under their glove allowing the winning run in the World Series, or dropping a wide-open pass in the end zone that would have tied the Super Bowl. Now, “goat” is reserved for discussing the greatest of their sport such as Michael Jordan or Wayne Gretzky. “GOAT” is now used as an acronym for “Greatest Of All Time.”

Similarly, I recall hearing about MOAB some years ago, and I wondered why the news was talking about the ancient land that bordered Israel. But it wasn’t that land; it was an acronym meaning “Mother Of All Bombs.” Hmm. That got me thinking…. For Mother’s Day, who better to focus on than Eve—the “mother of all mothers”?

According to Genesis 2:21-22, Eve was the first woman. She was formed by God personally. Though it is popular in some circles to think that Eve may not have been the first woman created, or that she was not the only wife of Adam, the Bible supports no such view. Historically and theologically, the Bible teaches that all humanity came from these two individuals—Adam and Eve—who were created special by God Himself.

Second, Eve was the first wife. God said in Genesis 2:18, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” The Hebrew word translated “helper” literally means “slave”—no, I’m kidding! The Hebrew really means “someone corresponding to him, in equality with him, and able to aid him.”
 You see, Eve was an indispensable part of God’s plan; she was not an afterthought or, in the words of the cynical philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche, “God’s second blunder.”
 Both Eve and Adam, made “in the image of God,” stood as His representatives in the world.

Third, Eve was the first mother, which brings us to Genesis 3:20, “Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living.”  In our day, the name Eve is usually a shortened form of Evelyn. But when Adam called his wife Eve, it meant something more. Adam Clarke renders this verse, “And Adam called his wife’s name Life, because she was the mother of all the living.”
 Adam’s name means, “earth,” and this identified him with death (Gen. 3:19), but Eve is identified with life because her name means “life” or “living.”

Eve is a very significant person in human history. We can learn a great deal from her life. So on this Mother’s Day, let’s celebrate Eve, the Mother of All Mothers.

Eve Had Faults

Why is it that so few sermons are preached about Eve? She is surely significant, as we have noted, and she is very well known in Christian and unbelieving circles alike. Why do we ignore her so much?

Probably for the opposite reason most Protestant preachers avoid preaching about Mary, the mother of Jesus. Mary has been venerated as the epitome of womanhood and motherhood—perhaps too much—whereas Eve has taken a pretty bad rap in both of these departments. What do most of us think of when we hear the name Eve? We think of the serpent, the fruit, the sin and its consequences—particularly the ongoing consequences that women bear because of Eve’s sin. (I have this image in my mind of women down throughout history lining up in Heaven to have their turn to kick or slap Eve for all the pain she caused them!)

Eve had faults—let’s admit that. She listened to the temptation of the serpent, she distorted the command of God, and she ultimately ate the forbidden fruit. When God confronted her about her sin, she followed her husband’s lead and tried to deflect the responsibility by blaming the serpent. 

Though we don’t hear much about Adam and Eve’s life beyond the Garden of Eden, we can be certain that their faults surfaced from time to time as they do in every relationship. Adam probably left his dirty animal skins lying on the ground, and Eve probably burned dinner more than once…you know how that goes!

Seriously, though, Eve carried quite a load of regret with her. Sue Richards writes,

I can sense Eve’s sorrow at what her choice cost her. Her relationship with Adam was distorted. Eve could recall the good old days when things were different between them. She could remember a time when the Lord Himself came and walked in the garden with them. Those lyrics—”Sweet communion, I hardly know where He stops and I begin”—how real that remembered experience must have been. Just imagine that you were the one who took Satan’s bait. Imagine knowing that life would never again be the same because of your choice. Imagine you were the one to pass sin on to your children. What a burden of guilt Eve must have borne.

We next read about Eve in the opening verses of Genesis 4,

Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, “With the help of the Lord I have brought forth a man.” Later she gave birth to his brother Abel [Gen 4:1-2].
Eve becomes a mother for the first time. (Some scholars believe that Cain and Abel were twins, but the original text is inconclusive on this point.) Eve named her firstborn son “Cain, or Qayin in the Hebrew. (Isn’t it interesting that Eve names the children, even though Adam had previously named all of the animals and even given Eve her name? Throughout the Bible, mothers are often credited with naming their children.) 

Chuck Swindoll comments on Eve’s naming of Cain:

His name is most likely a wordplay on the Hebrew term Qanah, because of Eve’s statement in verse 1. Qanah has two possible meanings: “to acquire” or “to create.” Many translations opt for the former, but I think the second meaning makes better sense, which would make Eve’s statement, “I have created a man just as the Lord did” (net). Frankly, that’s not a bad way of looking at it from a mother’s point of view. Remember, this was the very first birth of a child ever. Eve took part in a miracle that only God had performed before: the creation of a human life. This had to have been an overwhelming thought, so she gave him a name that would forever remind her of that miracle.

I agree with Swindoll on interpreting the Hebrew name to mean, “create,” but I see a different reason behind it. I think this may have been a moment of pride for Eve. Perhaps the words of the serpent, “You will be like God,” rang in her ears, and as she gave birth to a new human being, she may have thought, “I have created life, just like God!” (I have a reason for this conclusion, which I will share later in the message.)

How Eve’s heart must have broke when, years later, both of her sons were taken away from her. Cain murdered Abel, then was himself banished away from his family. In one tragic moment, Eve lost two sons—one to death and one to exile. The wages of sin—her sin—had, for the first time physically, been realized. 

It is said that there is no greater sorrow than for a parent to bury a child. Some of you know that horrific heartache. Eve was the first to experience that, too.

Eve Had Faith

Yet, though she had faults, Eve had faith as well. How do we know this? From the name Adam gave to her, and from the name Eve would give to her next son.

Returning to our main text, Genesis 3:20 states that Adam called his wife “Eve” (close to the Hebrew word for “life”) because she was the mother of all the living. But I want you to realize the context of this verse. This was said after God had pronounced the curse because of their sin! As Derek Kidner point out, “After the sentence of death, this name, ‘life’, with its play on the word living, is very striking; its connection with Eve’s role as mother further suggests that Adam heard the promise of verse 15 in faith.”
 
John Phillips adds,

Note Adam’s confession. He called his wife’s name Eve “because she was the mother of all living.” That was a confession of his faith in God. God had just pronounced the sentence of death upon the race, but had also declared that the woman’s seed would bring salvation. Adam believed. He confessed his faith by calling his wife the mother of all living, not the mother of all dying. It was faith, pure and simple, instantly honored at the bank of heaven.

I believe this was a faith shared by both husband and wife in the aftermath of their sin. We read of Eve’s faith in Genesis 4:25-26,

Adam lay with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and named him Seth, saying, “God has granted me another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed him.”

Notice the difference in the names between Cain and Seth. “Cain” carried the connotation of creation—”I have created a man just as the Lord did”—while the name “Seth” means “granted” from God. Cain was Eve’s creation (in her mind, anyway), but Seth was God’s gift. She didn’t focus so much on her efforts as on God’s grace. Her faith is much clearer now than at the beginning of Genesis 4.
 Sue Richards writes,

When I look at Eve close-up, I can hardly bear to see where she began and what became of her. Yet, courageously, Eve continued on. The last mention of Eve in the Book of Genesis comes just after her third son, Seth, is born. “God has appointed another seed for me instead of Abel, whom Cain killed” (Gen. 4:25). Eve, like other mothers who have lost children, never forgot Abel, or even Cain. But she never lost hope. In this verse we realize that God is still on Eve’s mind too—that she still views Him as close to her, loving her, and graciously giving her another son.

Eve found faith.

Eve Found Forgiveness

This brings us to the final point: Eve found forgiveness. How do we know this? From Genesis 3:21, “The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.”  We may think of this in purely pragmatic terms: The fig leaves didn’t work out so well, so God was providing them clothing to cover their nakedness. But there was more to it than that. This showed that God accepted their faith, forgave their sins, and shed the blood of animals to clothe them in acceptable garments. As Warren Wiersbe points out, “This is the first clear illustration of the gospel of God’s grace found in the Bible and the first mention of blood being shed for the forgiveness of sin.”
 I do believe that Adam and Eve experienced salvation through the grace of God.

Hebrews 9:22 says, “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” Since the wages of sin is death—as the Lord warned Adam and Eve in the Garden—a life must be lost for sin to be atoned. While God would have been perfectly just to have taken Adam and Eve’s lives for their sins, He instead allowed an animal to serve as a substitute for them. This became the regular practice until Jesus, the perfect Lamb of God, took the place of humanity on the cross. As the Lord promises in Isaiah 1:18 - “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like 
wool.”
Eve has much to teach us today—not only mothers, but all of us. The lessons from her life and experience translate into our time and place, even though she lived thousands of years ago. What can we learn from Eve?

· I believe that Eve must have forgiven herself in time. Without forgiveness, how could she have found the strength to continue on with the many burdens she had to bear? If Eve could forgive herself, then any of us can and should forgive ourselves for what we have done.

· Let’s remember that God promised Adam and Eve a Savior… It was faith in God’s promise that brought the first pair the forgiveness promised to us in Christ. The Savior Eve yearned for has come, and no matter what we have done; faith in the Son of God will save us as well.

· How strange to think that the fall in Eden contributed to the joy we feel today at the triumph of our risen Lord. Despite the flaws we share with Eve, Christ will never leave us or forsake us.
 

I like the way the Woman’s Study Bible summarizes her life:

Eve stands as [a prime example] of womanhood. Although created in God’s image, she exercised her will to disobey the Creator, daring to challenge His authority… Her temptation was not merely to disobey but ultimately to have her own way or to get possession of what she wanted. As her daughter, every woman bears her likeness. Eve voices an early warning to every woman to follow the path of obedience and a resounding note of hope for women when they fail; she encountered God’s justice, but she also experienced His grace.

Not only is Eve a prime example of womanhood, but a model of motherhood as well. No, she was not a perfect woman, a perfect wife, or a perfect mother. She had faults, but she did not allow her faults to keep her down. She had faith in God, and through that faith she experienced the forgiveness of her sins. 

We celebrate mothers on this special day. While we love our mothers, and we hold them in high esteem, we admit that they are not perfect, either. Maybe you hear these words today and you feel that awful weight of sin pressing down on you. Those mistakes you made with your husband or your children—they haunt you day and night.

The good news today is that God does not require faultless mothers…just faithful ones. Those who place their faith in God will find forgiveness and a sense of fulfillment never experienced before.

We sang earlier about the faith of our mothers. I thank God this morning for a godly mother, and many of you share that sentiment. But if you look at yourself—whether you are a mother or not—and find that faith lacking, I encourage you to do something about that today. Find what Eve found in her life—forgiveness for her faults through faith. There is always hope. It is never to late to do what is right.
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