About Our Adversary #2

“The Corruption of Satan”

Isaiah 14; Ezekiel 28; Revelation 12

We’ve all seen before and after photos. Sometimes they illustrate an improvement from one instance to another and sometimes they depict the deterioration that happens over time. Usually they are meant to impress the viewer with the dramatic change taken place. I would suggest that there is no “before and after” comparison more dramatic than the difference between Lucifer and Satan.

Last week we considered how Lucifer was created by God as an angel, perhaps the greatest angel. Tonight we see the corruption of Satan, how Lucifer became the devil.

Before we do that, I want to address a question often asked regarding this subject: How could a holy God create a being as unholy as Satan? My answer in the past has always been, “God didn’t created a being as unholy as Satan; Satan became unholy by his sin.” I read something this past week that, I believe, sheds more light on this question and I would like to share that with you.

God is the only non-creature in the universe. As eternal God, He is without beginning and without end. He exists but He was not created. He is here, but He never began. He always was, is, and shall be. Thus He and He alone is absolutely perfect. He has perfect mind. He knows everything about everything. He has perfect emotions. What He feels is always what should be felt. He has perfect will. He always chooses what is right. Indeed, by very definition as perfect God, He cannot choose evil. He cannot sin.

All creatures are imperfect, however. By very definition God cannot create God. He can create only beings which are less than God, and therefore, imperfect. The creation can never be equal to the Creator. By the very act of creating creatures with personality, God is creating creatures with mind, emotions, and a will similar to His own. By definition He cannot create creatures with personality that are not free to think, feel, and choose for themselves. Furthermore, creatures cannot be created with personality and, at the same time, be preprogrammed only to do God’s will.

God created the angels (including Lucifer) and later human beings without sin. But sinless does not equal perfection. God, in His infinite holiness, cannot sin or even be tempted to sin, but angels and human beings have those capabilities. 

As we saw last week, Lucifer was created as one of the greatest, if not the greatest of the angels. Isaiah 14:12 calls him, “O morning star, son of the dawn!” from which we get the name “Lucifer.” Ezekiel 28:11-15 describe him as “the model of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty… You were anointed as a guardian cherub… You were on the holy mount of God; you walked among the fiery stones. You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created till wickedness was found in you.”
So how did Lucifer become Satan? Tonight we see the corruption of Satan.

Satan’s Overconfident Demeanor

First the Bible records Satan’s overconfident demeanor. We see the initial hint of trouble in Ezekiel 28:15, “You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created till wickedness was found in you.” This verse does not identify what sin Lucifer committed, only that he became wicked. 

But verse 17 does pinpoint the exact evil: “Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor.” Pride was the corrupting factor in Lucifer. 

Pride is a sin that God hates (and, yes, I used that word deliberately). Proverbs 16:5 says, “The Lord detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished.” A few verses later in that same chapter we read in verses 16-19,

There are six things the Lord hates, seven that are detestable to him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers.

Proverbs 8:12-13 adds, “To fear the Lord is to hate evil; I hate pride and arrogance, evil behavior and perverse speech.” Finally, in Proverbs 21:4 we read, “Haughty eyes and a proud heart, the lamp of the wicked, are sin!” Those are strong words! Why such a strong reaction by God? Perhaps because it was the sin of Lucifer, the sin that ruined God’s creation.
C. S. Lewis writes,

There is one vice of which no man in the world is free; which every one in the world loathes when he sees it in someone else; and of which hardly any people, except Christians, ever imagine that they are guilty themselves… I do not think I have ever heard anyone who was not a Christian accuse himself of this vice. And at the same time I have very seldom met anyone, who was not a Christian, who showed the slightest mercy to it in others. There is no fault which makes a man more unpopular, and no fault which we are more unconscious of in ourselves. And the more we have it ourselves, the more we dislike it in others.

The vice I am talking of is Pride or Self-Conceit… According to Christian teachers, the essential vice, the utmost evil, is Pride. Unchastity, anger, greed, drunkenness, and all that, are mere fleabites in comparison: it was through Pride that the devil became the devil: Pride leads to every other vice: it is the complete anti-God state of mind.

Pride is selfishness, and selfishness is the root of all sin. Thus Lewis calls it “the utmost evil.” This answers the question of how Lucifer became Satan—it was through pride that the devil became the devil. And, as we will see, it is pride that was at the heart of the serpent’s initial temptation to human beings to sin. 

Pride itself is more of an attitude than an action. Yet pride always displays itself through words and deeds. This was certainly the case for Lucifer.

Satan’s Overreaching Defiance

This leads us to Satan’s overreaching defiance. Despite being God’s premier angel, the greatest creation up to that point, Lucifer wanted more. He wanted it all. This highest of God’s angels tried to usurp the throne of God and capture for himself the worship that belongs only to God.
 Isaiah 14:12-13 records his attempted mutiny.

“I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.”
These five phrases are arranged in parallelism, giving us different facets of one thought. When Lucifer said, “I will ascend into heaven,” he was already in Heaven, situated at the throne of God. He meant, “Within heaven, I will ascend,” that He wanted to be higher in authority than he already was. The phrase “I will exalt my throne above the stars of God,” probably refers to angels, which are often referred to as “stars” in the Old Testament. Perhaps the most obscure of the phrases is, “I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation.” The “mount of the congregation” was a mountain in northern Syria, according to local tradition, where the Canaanite gods assembled.
 Lucifer was no longer satisfied being an angel—even the highest of all angels—he wanted to be God. The last phrase is probably best understood without the word “like”: “I will be the most High.”

The irony of this incident is that Lucifer was in a highly exalted position, yet wanted to be even higher. One writer notes, “It is a strange paradox that nothing makes a being less like God than the urge to be his equal, for he who was God stepped down from the throne of his glory to display to the wondering eyes of men the humility of God.”
 As Philippians 2:5-8 says, 

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Lucifer, as it turns out, was the exact opposite of God, specifically God the Son, who humbled Himself in order to redeem God’s fallen creation. Lucifer proudly wanted to be God—above everything in the universe. As we will see in a moment, he failed; yet God the Son was exalted to the very place Lucifer wanted to occupy.

Satan’s Overwhelming Defeat

We conclude with Satan’s overwhelming defeat. Both Isaiah and Ezekiel mention the aftermath of Lucifer’s insurrection. In Isaiah 14:12 we read, “How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations!” Ezekiel 28:16-17 adds,

Through your widespread trade you were filled with violence, and you sinned. So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you, O guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones. Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor. So I threw you to the earth; I made a spectacle of you before kings.
Two truths emerge from these texts: first, Lucifer was kicked out of heaven; and second, he was thrown to the earth. That second truth becomes important when we look at when this may have taken place.

Some believe the Bible gives a description of this defeat in Revelation 12:1-9,

A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to give birth. Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads. His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that he might devour her child the moment it was born. She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all the nations with an iron scepter. And her child was snatched up to God and to his throne. The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days. 

And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.
Verse 9 identifies this dragon in no uncertain terms: “that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray.” Verses 7-8 depict a supernatural battle in heaven between the forces of God, led by the archangel Michael, and the forces of evil, led by Satan. The end of verse 9 records the outcome of the battle: “He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.” Who are “his angels”? Verse 4 says, “His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth.” This seems to indicate that one third of the angelic beings of heaven joined Lucifer in his mutiny, attempting to overthrow God.

All of this seems to fit the passages in Isaiah and Ezekiel, so are we correct in identifying verses 7-9 as a description of Lucifer’s rebellion and defeat? I don’t think so.

The reason I say that is because of the whole context. Verses 4b-6 record, 

The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that he might devour her child the moment it was born. She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all the nations with an iron scepter. And her child was snatched up to God and to his throne. The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days.
This is obviously a description of the birth of Jesus, whom Satan tried to destroy but was unsuccessful. The mother—probably not specifically Mary but rather depicting the people of God as a whole
—is protected by God for a certain period of time. 

Continue reading verses 10-17:

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.” 

 When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child. The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly to the place prepared for her in the desert, where she would be taken care of for a time, times and half a time, out of the serpent’s reach. Then from his mouth the serpent spewed water like a river, to overtake the woman and sweep her away with the torrent. But the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing the river that the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war against the rest of her offspring—those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus.
Without going into a detailed analysis of this whole text, it seems to be pointing to a future event, not a past one. Right after this John describes the rise of the Antichrist (or Beast), and this is certainly a future event. So I don’t think verses 7-9 record the initial battle in heaven between the forces of God and the forces of Satan, but rather the final such battle in heaven. When Satan and his demons are cast out of heaven for the last time, he will know that his time is short and will launch his greatest assault on the people of God—a time commonly called “The Great Tribulation.”

I do believe, however, verse 4 speaks of Lucifer’s initial rebellion. As already mentioned, this seems to indicate that one-third of God’s angels joined Lucifer in that insurrection. The initial downfall of Satan may be regarded as the decisive victory in the campaign; the campaign itself goes on.

So when did Lucifer’s attempt to overthrow God take place? Since all of the texts refer to Lucifer being cast out of heaven and to the earth, it must have happened after the earth was created in Genesis 1:1. Since Satan was present in the Garden of Eden tempting Eve to rebel against God, it had to have been before Genesis 3. 

I take the position that Lucifer’s mutiny took place shortly after God created the physical universe in Genesis 1:1. The next verse reads in English, “Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.” However, Isaiah 45:18 states that God “who fashioned and made the earth, he founded it; he did not create it to be empty…” The same Hebrew word for “empty” is found in both verses. The verb in verse 2, often translated “was”, can also be translated “became.” The earth was not created empty but became empty.
 How did it become “formless and empty” if it was not originally created that way? The rebellion of Lucifer and his defeat, being cast out of heaven and to the earth, may have caused this catastrophic disruption.

Many Bible scholars reject this interpretation of Genesis 1:2, largely because it has been used to promote what has been called “The Gap Theory,” stating that a long time—millions or even billions of years—took place between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2, and this opens the door for belief in evolution. But not everyone who sees Lucifer’s revolt as happening at this point in history believes in evolution or that the world is billions of years old. So let’s not throw the baby out with the bath water, so to speak.

Now we see how the magnificent Lucifer became the malevolent Satan. Pride caused Lucifer to think of himself more highly than he ought and he tried to overthrow Almighty God. In doing so, he got one-third of the angels to join him. But he was no match for the power of God, and he lost his place in heaven, cast down to the earth.

Furthermore, the beauty and wisdom and power of Lucifer were corrupted into evil. While Satan is still intelligent and strong, he is corrupted by arrogance and hatred. And he is not, has never been, and never will be a match for God.

Now we live in a perpetual battlefield—The great war of the ages continues to rage. The lines of battle press in ever more tightly around God’s own people. The wars among nations on earth are merely popgun affairs compared to the fierceness of battle in the spiritual, unseen world. This invisible conflict is waged around us incessantly and unremittingly. Where the Lord works, Satan’s forces hinder; where angel beings carry out their divine directives, the devils rage. All this comes about because the powers of darkness press their counterattack to recapture the ground held for the glory of God.

But don’t miss this: In the Lord Jesus Christ, you are not a victim—you are a victor. When the blood of Jesus Christ poured forth and He died, when He was raised victoriously out of the grave, when He ascended to the Father—these events were the final stamp of approval upon Satan’s fate. God says that all of us who are in His Son will be just as victorious over the devil as He is. I weary of the fact that so many Christians run scared of the devil. All the authority and power of Jesus Christ resides in us.
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