About Our Adversary #6

“The Culmination of Satan”

Revelation 12, 20

In our series “About Our Adversary” we have considered where Satan came from and what he is doing now. Tonight I want to direct our attention to what will ultimately happen to him in a message entitled, “The Culmination of Satan.”

Satan’s Terrible Carnage

Turn with me to Revelation 12, where we will witness Satan’s terrible carnage. From the outset I admit that many Bible scholars interpret this passage differently, but I will explain why I believe the way I do.

Verses 1-5 seem to look back, setting the stage for what will come:

A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to give birth. Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads. His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that he might devour her child the moment it was born. She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all the nations with an iron scepter. And her child was snatched up to God and to his throne. The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days. 

We have read this passage before in earlier studies. The dragon—named in verse 9 as Satan himself—is depicted as a creature of great power and authority who flung one third of the stars (probably meaning angels) to the earth. I believe this represents Satan’s initial rebellion when he tried to overthrow God but was instead thrown out of heaven to the earth.

This dragon is seen standing in front of a woman about to give birth to a child with the intent of devouring the child as soon as it was born. The child is described in verse 5 in terms that can only be applied to Jesus, the Messiah or Christ. Before the dragon could devour the child, however, the child was snatched up to God in heaven. Again, Satan loses the battle. 

Who is the woman? We have discussed this previously, but let me reiterate that I believe the woman represents the people of God, the true Israel, descendents of Abraham not by physical descent by those who share his faith. As a group, the people of God will never be destroyed by the devil, as Jesus promised in Matthew 16:18, “I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” Satan cannot destroy the people of God, no matter how hard he tries. Verse 6 indicates that God will protect His people as a whole, though this does not guarantee that individuals within His people will not be persecuted and even killed on earth.

Verses 7-9 depict a battle in heaven:

And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 

This is where many Bible scholars and students disagree. Is this referring to the initial battle when Lucifer tried to overthrow God, or is this a subsequent struggle? If the latter, has this taken place in the past or will it take place in the future?

I believe this refers to a future battle. My first reason for this conclusion is the end of verse 6, where the people of God are protected for 1,260 days. This is one of several ways in which John describes a three-and-a-half year period of intense persecution of God’s people by the devil. Many call this time “The Great Tribulation.” I believe this will take place in the future. My second reason for placing this as a future event is the context of the rest of the chapter and where it leads into the rest of the book of Revelation.

John continues in verses 10-12,

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.”

It appears that Satan will make one last ditch effort to overthrow God in heaven, and when that attack is repelled, he is cast out of heaven for the last time. Verse 12 warns that Satan is “filled with fury because he knows that his time is short.” This leads to his desperate actions described in verses 13-17,

When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child. The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly to the place prepared for her in the desert, where she would be taken care of for a time, times and half a time, out of the serpent’s reach. Then from his mouth the serpent spewed water like a river, to overtake the woman and sweep her away with the torrent. But the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing the river that the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war against the rest of her offspring—those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus.

Since Satan could not overthrow God, could not devour Christ when sent to earth, cannot defeat the armies of heaven, and cannot eliminate the people of God on earth, he will lash out against the individual believers, called “her offspring” in verse 17.

We will not take the time tonight, but if you continue to read into Revelation 13, you will see the rise of the Antichrist (or “the Beast”) and the False Prophet. These two characters—an unholy counterfeit of God the Son and God the Holy Spirit—will wreck havoc on the earth, demanding total allegiance and worship, and destroying those who refuse to do so. He is described in Revelation 13:5-8,

The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise his authority for forty-two months. He opened his mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his dwelling place and those who live in heaven. He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them. And he was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation. All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world.

Did you see those chilling words in verse 7: “He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them”? That means he will put many believers to death for not bowing to his demands. Once again, notice the time frame in verse 5 of forty-two months. That is also three-and-a-half years. His reign of terror will be brief. 
Satan’s Temporary Confinement

Through the Antichrist and the False Prophet, Satan may succeed in eliminating the people of God on earth except that his time will be cut short. In Revelation 14, those faithful to Christ will be “harvested” from the earth in an event known popularly as the Rapture. After the pouring out of God’s wrath on the people of Satan, Jesus returns to earth in Revelation 19, where the Antichrist and the False Prophet are cast alive into the Lake of Fire, or hell.

Then we read of Satan's temporary confinement in Revelation 20:1-3,

And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time.

This is not Satan’s final destination, for verse 3 concludes that he will be released for a short time after his confinement. The duration of that confinement is described here as “a thousand years,” which is often referred to as the Millennium by Bible scholars. During the Millennium, Jesus will reign as King over the whole earth, fulfilling the Old Testament prophecies that a descendent of King David will sit on his throne and govern the entire planet. Believers of all ages who have been given their eternal, glorified bodies will rule and reign with Him.

Again, not everyone agrees with this interpretation. Some believe that the reign of Jesus over the earth will not be a literal kingdom sometime in the future, but rather He is ruling and reigning now through the Church in a spiritual kingdom. These advocates also believe that Satan is bound at present, but will be released shortly before the end of time on earth.

I don’t see how anyone can take seriously the warnings against Satan throughout the Bible if they believe he is confined in Tartarus now. Nor do I believe Revelation was written as pure symbolism, not to be taken literally. If that is the case, then the depictions of both heaven and hell in the final chapters of this book must be dismissed as figurative whereas the entire Bible teaches that both heaven and hell are literal realities.

“So why is Satan confined for this period of a thousand years?” you may be wondering. While the reason is not spelled out in Scripture, I believe it is to show that human beings can have a nearly perfect environment—imagine having a perfect government with justice and peace and prosperity lasting for generations! Imagine not having Satan free to tempt humans to sin and mess it all up! Certainly those humans living in such a world would honor and obey God, right?

Not so fast. 

Satan’s Timeless Condemnation

Despite the peace and prosperity and justice of the Kingdom of Christ for a thousand years, as soon as Satan is released from his prison, he finds a large number of willing followers, as we see in Revelation 20:7-9,

When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—to gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. 

In short order the unbelievers on earth at the time—those whose ancestors had survived the Great Tribulation and were ushered into the Kingdom of Christ—turn against King Jesus and march against Him to overthrow Him. (Sound familiar?)

By the way, if those names “Gog and Magog” sound familiar to you, they first appear in the Bible in Ezekiel 38-39. I have heard many preachers say that the battle of Gog and Magog will take place at the beginning of the Great Tribulation as Russia attacks Israel, but the Bible seems to place that battle at the end of the Millennium with no less than Satan leading the way!

The result of the battle is predictable. The last half of verse 9 and verse 10 describe Satan’s timeless condemnation in the Lake of Fire:

But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

Sadly, all those who rejected Christ throughout history will then stand at the Great White Throne Judgment to receive their eternal sentence, as described in Revelation 20:11-15,

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

Hell was created for the devil and his angels, but all those who listen to him and reject the way of God will spend eternity in hell with him. 

Thus we see the culmination of Satan, the persistent rebel against God who goes down fighting for all that he’s worth, but will go down in defeat nonetheless. Yes, he is powerful and intelligent, and, yes, he is fearsome in his hatred toward us. But always remember, “greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4).
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