About Our Adversary #7

“The Conclusions about Satan”

selected Scriptures

Over the past several weeks we have focused our attention on what the Bible says about our adversary, Satan. As we wrap up this study I want to draw some conclusions about the devil and what we should be doing about it. Then we will open the discussion for any questions you may have.

In our opening message on the creation of Satan we saw first that Satan is a factual being. Despite the growing numbers of Americans who do not believe he exists, the devil is depicted as a very real being in the pages of Scripture. The Old Testament calls him by name in three books and alluded to in others. Every New Testament writer mentions him. Jesus refers to Satan twenty-five times in the Gospels. Either Satan exists or Jesus and the other biblical writers are liars.

We also saw that Satan is a finite being. He is not a rival with God, but was created by God and is always under God’s control. He is not all-knowing, all-powerful, or everywhere present as God is. He had a beginning, so he is not eternal as God is. We need not cross our fingers and wish that God wins. Satan is no match for the Almighty.

At his beginning, however, Satan was a fabulous being. He was originally called “Lucifer.” The name “Lucifer" comes from a Latin word that means “light bearer.” Along with Michael he may have been one of the archangels. Some of the church fathers gave the name “Lucifer” to Satan, basing it on their interpretation of Isaiah 14:12, “How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn!” This chapter, along with Ezekiel 28, may give us a glimpse as to who Satan was before his downfall. He was majestic and magnificent as originally created, but something happened to change that.

Our second message, “The Corruption of Satan,” dug deeper into those chapters of Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 and also added Revelation 12 to discover how Satan fell. Things began to unravel with Satan’s overconfident demeanor. In a word, pride led to his fall. In his arrogance, he decided to take on Almighty God for control of creation. As part of Satan’s overreaching defiance, he convinced one-third of the angels to join him, according to Revelation 12:4. In the ensuing battle, we saw Satan’s overwhelming defeat and his expulsion from heaven to the earth. Since the Scriptures seem to indicate that Satan was cast to the earth after his defeat, and since he appears as the serpent in Genesis 3, tempting Eve to eat the forbidden fruit, then it seems likely that Satan’s rebellion occurred shortly after the creation of the heavens and the earth. I suggested that could explain Genesis 1:2, where “the earth [became] formless and empty, and darkness was over the surface of the deep.”
While Satan was decisively defeated in his initial rebellion, he is still fighting the forces of God today. We live in a perpetual battlefield and the great spiritual war of the ages continues to rage. But do not be afraid. Satan is a defeated foe and cannot overthrow God or take us away from God. All the power and authority of Jesus resides in us. We have nothing to fear from the devil.

Next we considered the character of Satan. Central to his character is Satan’s arrogance. Pride is conceit, inordinate self-esteem, and an inflated view of one’s own importance, power, and opinion. It is an exaggerated view of one’s own worth or ability. It was his arrogance that led to his unsuccessful mutiny against God. We also noted Satan’s ambition. While ambition is not in and of itself wrong, when our motive is self-promotion and selfish gain, then ambition is sinful. Satan’s ambition to overthrow God and rule the universe was all about arrogant ambition. Although he was defeated and kicked out of heaven, Satan still believes he can win—his arrogance and ambition have clouded his reasoning. And because his arrogant ambition was not realized, we now have to contend with Satan’s anger and animosity. He hates God and everything about God, including those who follow God. Revelation 12 demonstrates how his anger and hatred flow from God Himself to the Son of God when He came to earth to the people of God. From now until he is finally cast into hell, Satan will vent his anger and animosity on anyone he can.

Then we moved on to the craftiness of Satan. We began that study by pointing out the limits put on Satan—namely that he cannot kill us, nor can he make us sin. If the devil could put us to death, he would. The testimony of Job shows that God constrains Satan from wrecking complete havoc in the lives of people. God has not released His sovereign hold on life and death to Satan. Furthermore, Satan cannot make us sin. He can tempt us to sin—and he is very good at that—but he cannot overtake our will. Peter and James both write that Christians are to “resist the devil” and when we do so in the name and power of Jesus, he must flee.

Yet we can still fall prey to the lies propagated by Satan as Eve did in the Garden of Eden. From Genesis 3:1-5 we saw how the serpent used doubt, denial, and deception to tempt Eve to sin—something he could not make her do himself. We also saw how Genesis 3:6 parallels 1 John 2:16—”For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world” [nkjv]. Now read Genesis 3:6,”When the woman saw that the fruit was good for food”—the lust of the flesh—”and pleasing to the eyes”—the lust of the eyes—”and also desirable for gaining wisdom”—the pride of life. This is also seen in Matthew 4, where Satan tempted Jesus with “the lust of the flesh”—turning stones to bread; “the lust of the eyes”—all the kingdoms of the world; and “the pride of life”—jumping off the Temple and make a spectacle of Himself before others.

Through Jesus’ responses in Matthew 4 we learned the lessons presented about Satan to use when he tempts us to sin. Understand that Satan hits us where we are most vulnerable, and often tempts us with things that are not evil in and of themselves, but when they are used selfishly, they become wrong. Every time Satan tempted Jesus, Jesus replied with the words, “It is written.” He quoted Scripture to the devil. He resisted Satan at every turn and won the battle against temptation.

In our study on the conduct of Satan we focused on his activity in the present. We first considered Satan’s attacks, particularly on godly leaders. His attacks are meant to intimidate us into fear. Through temptation Satan allures us into sin, damaging our relationship with God and crippling our reputation with others. And when we fall into sin, Satan accuses us before God and in our own minds. He is not successful in prosecuting us before God, but he can be successful in persecuting us with false guilt if we allow him. False guilt uses shame, fear, and anger to make us feel responsible for failing to live up to a standard other than God’s; feeling guilty over what someone else has done; or feeling guilty for past sins that have already been confessed and forgiven by God. We can distinguish the false guilt of Satan from the true guilt (or conviction) by the Holy Spirit in that false guilt cannot be resolved, whereas true conviction can be remedied. We learned that we must be aware of our adversary and we must be armed against our adversary when he attacks, allures, and accuses us.

Finally we looked ahead to the culmination of Satan as presented in the book of Revelation. We began in Revelation 12 with Satan’s terrible carnage. As alluded to earlier, this chapter shows the past, present, and future activity of the devil. In the past, he tried to overthrow God and took one-third of the angels with him. In the present, he fights against God and His people as “the accuser of the brothers.” In the future, he will make one last assault on heaven where he will be defeated and permanently kicked out of heaven.

That will make him even angrier than before and determined to wipe out the people of God as a whole (depicted in Revelation 12 as the woman). Unable to do that, the devil then turns on the individual believers, described as “the rest of her offspring—those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus.” 
He will do this through the devilish work of the Antichrist (also known as “the Beast” in Revelation) and the False Prophet, whose rise is chronicled in Revelation 13. They will persecute those who refuse to worship them, and according to Revelation 13:7 will be successful in putting many believers to death. Before they can completely wipe out the Church, however, Jesus appears in Revelation 14 and “harvests” the remaining believers from the earth—what I interpret to be the Rapture of the saints described in Matthew 24, 1 Corinthians 15, and 1 Thessalonians 4. 

Once the children of God have been removed from the scene, God pours out His wrath on the children of Satan. Revelation 15-18 record the devastation that occurs when God’s wrath is poured out. Then in Revelation 19 Jesus returns to earth along with the armies of heaven (including the saints), at which time the Antichrist and False Prophet are cast alive into the Lake of Fire.

The devil, however, does not meet the same fate…yet. Revelation 20 speaks of Satan’s temporary confinement in the Abyss (or Bottomless Pit or Tartarus). He will be kept there during the reign of Christ on earth for one thousand years, also known as the Millennium. At the end of that reign, Satan will be loosed for a short time, during which he gathers all of the unbelievers on earth to march against King Jesus. 

Before they can attack, however, God wipes them out with fire. The devil is captured and cast into the Lake of Fire to join the Antichrist and False Prophet, and this is Satan’s timeless condemnation. Tragically, all who rejected Christ will be similarly cast into the Lake of Fire forever.

This is an overview of our study about our adversary. Are there any questions about any of this or anything else regarding Satan?
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