“King of the Jungle”

Psalm 11:1-7

“It’s a jungle out there.”

We have all heard these words, if we haven’t spoken them ourselves.  Turn on the news or pick up a newspaper and we see the world in which we live grow wilder every week.  Natural disasters are becoming more and more common, from deadly earthquakes to devastating hurricanes around the globe.  Over the past two years school shootings have captured the headlines, and this past week a gunman entered a church filled with teenagers and began shooting, killing seven and injuring a number of others.  Not even churches are immune from the violence of our world.

Our own “jungle” may not be as earthshaking.  Perhaps the thought of another week at the workplace, school, or home is enough to cause a major headache.  Despite modern technology that enables us to do things quickly, we often find ourselves “burning the candle at both ends.”   Many of us can probably relate to the songwriter’s words: 


Well, the day has just begun and I’m already running late


with too many irons in the fire and too much on my plate;


I’d be pulling out my hair if I could just get one hand free,


and I’d stop this world if I could find the key.

Our busy schedules and complicated priorities can wear us down physically, emotionally, and spiritually.  Patience wears thin, tempers become short, and we sometimes say or do things we later regret.  Often times it is not the monumental events that break us down, but instead the mundane happenings of everyday life wear us down to the point we want to throw up our hands and walk away.

When we find ourselves in such a state, minor irritations become major crises.  We snap at our spouse or children, we yell at the television or other motorists on the highway, and we even question God about the way He handles the universe--especially if we feel cheated or harassed by those around us.  We may wonder what is going to happen next, and often that wonder can quickly turn to worry.  

If you’ve ever felt that way, you are not alone.  Many individuals in the Bible experienced the same fatigue, the same frustrations, and the same fears that you and I deal with today.  Thankfully the Bible does not stop with a record of their emotions; God speaks truth to our hearts and we can find the comfort and courage to face our world.

Many Christians turn to the book of Psalms for comfort during difficult times.  Some of the Psalms are better known than others, such as Psalm 23, 27, 51, or 139.  Psalm 11 is usually not on a list of the most familiar, yet it bears a timeless message that speaks to us in the midst of our hectic experience.  One commentary states, 

Psalm 11 is an antidote for gloomy headlines. When the news is all bad—wars, violence, crime, corruption and political unrest—David reminds us that we can rise above the circumstances of life by keeping our eyes on the Lord.

THE SURROUNDING CHAOS

Of anyone in the pages of Scripture with cause to wonder about what was happening in his life, perhaps David had the most.  His life was marked by a determination to follow God’s direction, as he was known as “a man after [God’s] own heart.”  Yet his faithfulness to God usually brought him opposition—not merely from his enemies, but from his king and his own family!  During one such occasion in his life David wrote in Psalm 11:1-3,

In the Lord I take refuge. How then can you say to me: “Flee like a bird to your mountain.” For look, the wicked bend their bows; they set their arrows against the strings to shoot from the shadows at the upright in heart. When the foundations are being destroyed, what can the righteous do?  

David often felt the surrounding chaos of enemies lying in wait for an opportunity to do him in.  He writes in Psalm 57:4, “I am in the midst of lions; I lie among ravenous beasts—men whose teeth are spears and arrows, whose tongues are sharp swords.”   This thought is echoed in Psalm 64:4, “They shoot from ambush at the innocent man; they shoot at him suddenly, without fear.”  While we may not know the anxiety of sensing our lives are in danger by hidden enemies around us, we all can relate to the opposition we experience by unbelievers as we stand for our faith.  And we may wonder as David did in Psalm 11:3, “What can the righteous do?”
We may not have the same circumstances in our lives that David experienced, but we can all be surrounded by various types of chaos.  We may have crises within our immediate or extended families.  Our job may be threatened or creating so much tension that we don’t know how much more we can take.  Money matters may have us by the throat and we don’t see the end in sight.  Our church family can be the setting of chaos as agendas, personalities, and even tastes clash.

Whatever the surrounding chaos in our lives, avoid the temptation to compare our situations to others, causing either self-pity (“I have it so bad”), or critical attitudes toward others (“What right do they have to complain; let them try to deal with my situation!”).  We each have our own “jungle” that is shaped by our unique set of experiences, background, and character.

THE SOVEREIGN COMMAND

David did not wallow in the difficulties of his life for long.  He went on in Psalm 11:4-6,

The Lord is in his holy temple; the Lord is on his heavenly throne. He observes the sons of men; his eyes examine them. The Lord examines the righteous, but the wicked and those who love violence his soul hates. On the wicked he will rain fiery coals and burning sulfur; a scorching wind will be their lot. 

In the midst of surrounding chaos, David recognized the sovereign command of God.  Despite all the evil happening around him, David stopped and looked heavenward.  When he did, he realized that God was still on His throne, not only aware of what was happening, but actively involved in his life.  As he says in verse two, “Why flee when you can trust?”

I recall one instance in which I traveled in a jet.  At the time of takeoff, the skies were gray and rainy.  Even though it was the middle of the morning, streetlights remained on.  Everything was dark and gloomy.  Then the plane ascended to its cruising altitude, which brought us through the clouds.  After a few moments of obscured vision the plane broke through into the brightest blue sky I could ever remember seeing.  The sun shone brightly, even though below us there were clouds and rain.  The same is true in our lives:  If we can rise above the clouds and storms in our daily experience, we will see that God is still there, He is still on the throne.

This is what faith is all about.  As Warren Wiersbe writes, 

We should not live by sight.  It’s good to have our eyes open.  It’s good to look around and see what’s going on.  But we shouldn’t interpret what we see from a human point of view.  To walk by faith means to look at earth from heaven’s point of view.  To walk by sight means to look at heaven from earth’s point of view.

Another biblical character who shared David’s experience was the prophet Habakkuk.  He looked around him and saw a society riddled with violence and injustice, and wondered why God wasn’t doing anything about it.  God revealed Himself to this prophet and let it be known that He was indeed in control.  Habakkuk wrote, “But the Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him” (2:20). 

In the beginning of this message I referred to the opening verse of a contemporary song which characterizes much of our experience.  The second verse of the song provides a proper perspective of the whole picture:


People say this world’s a jungle and sometimes I must admit


I’d be scared to death if I did not know who was king of it


But the truth is God created this whole world with His own hand


and so everything is under His command.

When we find ourselves in the midst of surrounding chaos, we should heed Habakkuk’s advice: Be silent before God.  As Psalm 46:10 tells us, “Be still and know that I am God.”  We may be tempted to scream and yell when our lives get chaotic, but we are better served to calm down, be still, and listen to the Lord.  Instead of panic, we can know peace.  Let Him remind us that He is still on the throne, still in control, and working out His purpose through everything we see and experience.

THE STRENGTHENING COMFORT

When we do this, we will find a strengthening comfort in our lives.  David could write in Psalm 11:1,  “In the Lord I take refuge.”  Throughout the Psalms, David (and the other composers) found strength in their faith.  We can do the same as we allow the truth of God’s Word to speak to our spirits and calm our fears.

Such faith is not simply an emotional pick-me-up.  The comfort we find is grounded on the truth of God’s sovereignty, righteousness, and goodness.  David opened Psalm 11 with the statement that he found refuge in the Lord; he concluded the psalm with the reason for this comfort: “For the Lord is righteous, he loves justice; upright men will see his face”  (11:7).  We can find strength and comfort based on the character of God.

Asaph was a choir director in the time of David, and he also wrote a number of Psalms.  He recorded the strengthening comfort that he found in God in Psalm 73:26-28,

My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. Those who are far from you will perish; you destroy all who are unfaithful to you. But as for me, it is good to be near God. I have made the Sovereign Lord my refuge; I will tell of all your deeds.

Notice that when we look to God and His sovereign command over all that is happening in our world, we find not only comfort but strength.  Knowing that the Lord is in control over all things allows us to do His work in His strength.  How can we be discouraged when we know that we serve the Master of the universe who will ultimately prevail over all the evil surrounding us?

This truth is clearly depicted in the life of the early church.  The fourth chapter of the book of Acts the apostles were called in front of the authorities and threatened if they did not stop preaching Jesus.  Acts 4:24-31 records their response:

When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David: ‘Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against his Anointed One.’ Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.” 

These Christians not only found comfort in the sovereignty of God; they also discovered strength:  “And they…spoke the word of God boldly.”  The truth of Scripture is not intended only to make us feel good, but to empower us to do His work.

David found strengthening comfort when he recognized that God is still on control and is working all things according to His purpose.  However, this truth is only comforting to those who are right with God.  Psalm 11:5-6 warns,  “The Lord examines the righteous, but the wicked and those who love violence his soul hates. On the wicked he will rain fiery coals and burning sulfur; a scorching wind will be their lot.”  This strong condemnation should be a warning to those who indulge in sin.  The good news is that God will judge the wicked; the bad news is that God will judge the wicked.  Whether the news is good or bad depends upon whether we are wicked or not.

What kind of judgment can the wicked expect?  Psalm 11 speaks of “fiery coals, burning sulfur, and a scorching wind.”  The book of Revelation goes into more detail about the final state of those God judges:

he [meaning anyone who follows the Antichrist], too, will drink of the wine of God’s fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. He will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb (14:10).

And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever (20:10). 

But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death (21:8).

All of these passages add up to one concept: Hell.  Many today—some even in the church—dismiss the idea of a literal place called Hell.  But the Bible is clear that God will judge the wicked with eternal agony in a terrible place.

“How could a loving God send anyone to a place like that?” some may ask.  In fact, God has done all that He can to keep up from going to a place like that.  He sent His son, Jesus Christ, to die a horrible death on the cross in order that our sins might be forgiven.  But we must accept His death in our place, turn from our selfish, sinful ways, and commit our lives to doing what He says we should do.  Then we will escape the terrible judgment God has reserved for Satan and all who choose to follow him.

For those of us who are following Christ, there is great comfort in His Word.  In the midst of surrounding chaos—whatever form that might be—we can recognize God’s sovereign command.  When we see our lives and our world from heaven’s point of view, we find comfort and strength to do what God wants us to do.  I conclude with the chorus to the song I mentioned earlier:


What I feel is telling me this world’s gone crazy


but what is real says God’s still on His throne


What I need is to remember one thing


that the Lord of the gentle breeze


is Lord of the rough and tumble


and He is the King of the Jungle.

Is He the King of your jungle?
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